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Item 2. Material Changes 
 

This section of the Brochure (Item 2) summarizes material changes that have been made to the Brochure 
since the last update of the Brochure on October 27, 2023. 

 
Item 4 – Advisory Business  

• We updated the list of office locations to include the office of our affiliate, GQG Partners Ltd, 
which is duly registered as an adviser with the Abu Dhabi Global Market United Arab Emirates and 
is located in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates. 

 
Item 5 – Fees and Compensation 

• We updated the fee schedule for the Emerging Markets Equity Strategy which was previously 
closed to new investors. 

 
Item 8 – Methods of Analysis, Investment Strategies and Risk of Loss 

• We updated our risk disclosures for foreign markets risk and emerging markets risk and included 
new risk disclosures for regulatory, operational and other business disruption risk.  

 
Item 10 – Other Financial Industry Activities and Affiliations 

• We included information about a “participating affiliate” arrangement that we have with GQG 
Partners Ltd and our advisory relationship with Pacific Current Group Limited. 

 
Item 12 – Brokerage Practices 

• We updated the description of our trade order placement process to reflect current GQG 
practices.  
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Item 4. Advisory Business 
 

We are GQG Partners LLC, a boutique investment management firm primarily providing global, 
international, emerging markets and U.S. equity investment portfolios, primarily for institutional clients. 
We are a registered investment adviser based in Fort Lauderdale, Florida and were formed in 2016. We 
and/or our affiliates have offices in Seattle, Washington, New York, New York, London, United Kingdom 
Sydney, Australia, and Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates. 

 
We are committed to providing exceptional investment services to our clients and are focused on building 
a long-term investment boutique with an investment-centered culture and a commitment to alignment 
and transparency within our team and with our clients. 

 
We are a Delaware limited liability company and a wholly owned subsidiary of GQG Partners Inc., a 
Delaware corporation that is listed on the Australian Securities Exchange. The majority owner of GQG 
Partners Inc. is QVFT, LLC, which is controlled by Rajiv Jain, our Chairman and Chief Investment Officer. 

 
We provide investment advisory and sub-advisory services on a discretionary or non-discretionary basis 
to a range of clients. We offer several different equity investment strategies. Subject to the client-driven 
restrictions described in the paragraphs below, all portfolios in a given strategy are managed similarly to 
limit the dispersion of returns across client portfolios. Please see Item 8. Methods of Analysis, 
Investment Strategies and Risk of Loss, below, for more information about our strategies and related 
investment risks, which clients should review carefully before deciding to engage us. We cannot 
guarantee that a client’s investment objectives will be achieved, and we do not guarantee the future 
performance of any client’s account or any specific level of performance, the success of any investment 
decision or strategy, or the success of the overall management of any account. The investment decisions 
we make for clients are subject to risks, and investment decisions will not always be profitable. 

 
A client may customize its investments with investment guidelines, restrictions, and limitations 
(“guidelines”). If accepted by GQG, these client-driven guidelines are typically set forth in the investment 
management agreement between us and our clients and will apply until changed or withdrawn by the 
client. Client guidelines may affect the investment performance and diversification of the account that 
may cause the account’s performance to differ from the performance of other similarly managed 
accounts in the strategy without such restrictions.  

 
We provide (or expect to provide) investment advisory services in connection with various managed 
account programs, including, but not limited to, “wrap” account programs, “dual contract” programs 
and/or “model-portfolio” programs sponsored, organized and/or administered by third-party sponsors. 
A wrap account program is an advisory program under which a fee not based directly upon transactions 
in a client’s account is charged for investment advisory services and the execution of client transactions. 
In some instances, a client may enter into both an advisory agreement with both the sponsor firm and 
GQG directly as an investment adviser (a “dual contract” arrangement). Under managed account 
programs, the program sponsor typically provides certain services to program clients, including, for 
example, assisting the client in selecting one or more investment advisers and/or investment strategies 
based on the client’s investment objective, brokerage, custody and/or other account services. 
Investment advisers, such as GQG, typically provide portfolio management services, which may include 
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providing a model portfolio to the program sponsor. With respect to securities purchased and sold for 
wrap account program participants and dual contract clients, GQG generally manages such accounts on 
a discretionary basis in a manner that is similar to the manner in which we manage discretionary 
institutional accounts pursuing the same investment strategy. In model-portfolio programs, GQG 
typically provides a model portfolio to the program sponsor, and the program sponsor exercises 
investment discretion to execute trades on behalf of program participants. Please see Item 12. 
Brokerage Practices, below, for information relating to our trade aggregation, allocation, and order 
practices. 
 
The services GQG provides to managed account programs may differ from the services provided to other 
clients. For example, wrap fee and similar program accounts may have fewer securities holdings and less 
frequent trading due to cash availability, smaller account sizes, relatively high cash balance minimums, 
supply of suitable securities, and less ability for customization. Strategies, restrictions, and guidelines 
may vary from program to program. 
 
Managed account program fees, trading procedures and minimums vary and are generally determined 
by the program sponsor. Program sponsors typically pay a portion of the program fee paid by the client 
to GQG for the investment advisory services that we provide in connection with the particular program, 
although in certain programs, the client may pay GQG directly. A detailed description of fees, services 
and other features of the specific managed account programs in which GQG participates should be 
obtained from the sponsor of the program. In general, GQG relies on the program sponsor to determine 
that the program is suitable for its clients, and GQG does not evaluate whether the program participant 
would be better off paying for brokerage execution and investment advice separately. 
 
As of December 31, 2023, we managed approximately $119 billion in client assets on a discretionary 
basis and $1 billion on a non-discretionary basis. 
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Item 5. Fees and Compensation 
 

The management fees charged for our investment management services are generally charged monthly 
or quarterly, in arrears, based on the value of the assets under management during the month or quarter. 
Our fee schedule (per annum) for our institutional separate accounts is set forth below. Different fees 
and minimums apply with respect to services provided in connection with managed account programs, 
and not all strategies are offered in connection with such programs. 

 
Global Equity Strategy: 0.70% 
The minimum initial investment is US$150 million 

 
Global Quality Dividend Income Strategy: 0.70% 
The minimum initial investment is US$150 million 

 
Concentrated Global Equity Strategy: 0.70%  
The minimum initial investment is US$150 million 

 
International Equity Strategy: 0.70% 
The minimum initial investment is US$150 million 

 
International Quality Dividend Income Strategy: 0.70%  
The minimum initial investment is US$150 million 

 
Emerging Markets Equity Strategy: 0.85% 
The minimum initial investment is US$150 million 

 
U.S. Equity Strategy: 0.45% 
The minimum initial investment is US$150 million 

 
U.S. Quality Dividend Income Strategy: 0.45%  
The minimum initial investment is US$150 million 

 
In addition, we offer the Global Equity ADR Strategy through select managed account programs. 

 
In limited circumstances we may, in our sole discretion, negotiate to charge a lesser management fee or 
permit a lower minimum initial investment than reflected above, based on a number of factors, such as 
size of account, existence of other accounts managed by us, structure of the account and tax 
considerations. Fees for pooled investment funds advised or sub-advised by us are negotiated on a case-
by-case basis. Each fund’s expenses, which include the fees paid to us for advisory services, are set forth 
in the fund’s applicable offering documents. Fees for managed account program sponsor clients are 
typically negotiated on a case-by-case basis.
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We may amend our fee schedule at any time. Other investment advisers may charge lower fees for 
comparable services. In some cases, and at the option of the client, we may agree to provide our 
investment management services to a “qualified client” for a performance-based fee in accordance with 
the requirements of Rule 205-3 of the Advisers Act. While the specific terms of these arrangements are 
negotiated with each client, we generally will charge our fees based upon a percentage of the market value 
of the assets being managed (“management fee”) in addition to a fee based on the performance of the 
account (“performance-based fee”). Please see Item 6. Performance-Based Fees and Side-by-Side 
Management, below, for more information on potential conflicts arising from performance-based fees. 

 
Fees for client accounts that are not part of a managed account program are typically billed quarterly in 
arrears and must be paid within 15 days of the last day of the quarter for which the fee is applicable. 
Clients may select whether to have us automatically deduct fees from their accounts or to have us bill 
them for fees incurred. Fees payable by dual contract program clients are typically automatically deducted 
from their accounts quarterly in advance. Any pre-paid fees that have not been earned at the 
termination of a contract with a client will be refunded. Any such refunded amounts will be calculated 
pro rata based on the time of termination. Our clients pay other fees and expenses in addition to our 
investment management fees. Such fees include, for example, brokerage commissions, transaction 
costs, custody fees, governmental fees and foreign withholding taxes. For more information on 
brokerage commissions, please see Item 12. Brokerage Practices, below. Clients should consult their 
custodian for information on custodial fees, clearing expenses, wire transfer and electronic fund fees, 
foreign exchange transactions expenses and the manner in which an account’s foreign exchange 
transactions are executed by the custodian pursuant to the custody agreement between the client and 
the custodian. In addition, Clients should be aware that to the extent that a client account is invested in 
a fund or other pooled vehicle (e.g., a money market fund or exchange-traded fund), the client will pay 
its proportionate share of the fund’s expenses. 
 
Item 6. Performance-Based Fees and Side-by-Side Management 

 
As noted above, we may agree to enter into a performance-based fee arrangement with certain clients. 
The terms of each arrangement will be negotiable on a case-by-case basis but generally, the fee will consist 
of a fixed percentage-of-assets component and a performance-based component. 

 
We manage accounts that pay performance-based fees side-by-side with accounts maintained by clients 
that pay only fixed percentage-of-assets management fees. We face potential conflicts of interest in that 
we may have an economic incentive to favor the accounts that pay performance-based fees. 
Performance- based compensation can create an incentive for us to make investments that are riskier or 
more speculative than would be the case where we are only paid a base fee. Depending on the 
performance of the portfolio, we may be paid more or less compared to the non-performance-based fee 
received on other portfolios that we manage. 

 
We have written compliance policies and procedures designed to mitigate or manage conflicts of interest 
that may arise from side-by-side management, including policies and procedures to seek fair and equitable 
trade allocations among all clients, regardless of the type of fees we receive from the clients. Please see 
Item 12. Brokerage Practices, below. Our compliance team periodically reviews the performance of 
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composite accounts in the same strategy, including any that pay a performance fee, as a control that 
seeks to ensure, among other things, that preferential treatment is not given to any account paying a 
performance fee. There is no guarantee that our policies and procedures will cover every situation in 
which a conflict of interest arises. 

 
Item 7. Types of Clients 

 
We provide discretionary and non-discretionary advisory services to a broad range of institutional clients, 
pension plans and pooled investment funds. Our institutional clients include registered mutual funds, 
UCITS funds, private funds, including those for which we serve as managing member, and collective 
investment funds, as well as public agencies and sovereign organizations, among others, that are 
domiciled in or outside the United States. As noted above, we also provide investment advisory services 
in connection with managed account programs, including wrap fee, dual contract and/or model-portfolio 
programs. Program sponsors are typically financial intermediaries such as registered broker-dealers and 
investment advisers, banks or trust companies. Participants in those programs include individuals and 
entities. For more information on our advisory relationships, please see Item 5. Fees and Compensation 
and Item 10. Other Financial Industry Activities and Affiliations, below. 

 
The minimum initial investment for institutional clients in each separate account strategy is US$150 
million. We may waive the minimum initial investment requirements from time to time in our discretion. 
As noted above, different account minimums apply to accounts associated with managed account 
programs. For clients that contract directly with GQG, we collect identification documentation and 
conduct other identification verification procedures, including screening clients against multiple 
jurisdictional sanction lists, such as the Specifically Designated Nationals and Blocked Persons list 
maintained by the U.S. Department of the Treasury’s Office of Foreign Asset Control (OFAC). 
 
Pursuant to an investment management agreement between GQG and Pacific Current Group Limited 
(“PAC”), GQG is expected to provide investment advisory services to PAC regarding certain assets held 
by PAC as well as certain other back-office and administrative services pursuant to a separate consulting 
agreement (the “PAC Services”). PAC is an Australian publicly traded company, which holds minority 
investments in certain investment advisers. 

 
Item 8. Methods of Analysis, Investment Strategies and Risk of Loss 

 
We believe that concentrated portfolios of higher-quality, growing companies, managed in a benchmark 
agnostic fashion, will enable us to offer attractive risk-adjusted returns against the market index. 
Therefore, our investment philosophy is rooted in buying high-quality, growing companies and building 
portfolios that focus on diversifying end-consumer risk. 

 
We pursue a fundamental security selection process, conducting analyses of a company’s financial 
statements, economic health, competitors and the markets that it serves. We seek to identify and buy 
companies with relatively strong financial positions, capable management, higher barriers to entry and 
more durable earnings growth. 

 
Our sell discipline leads us to sell companies when our view of their risks or opportunities fundamentally 
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changes, or when we believe that the stock price no longer reflects a good value. We also will sell 
companies when we find more attractive alternatives. 

 
Our Investment Strategies 

 
We offer four main investment strategies that invest primarily in the securities of large cap issuers (Global 
Equity, International Equity, Emerging Markets Equity and U.S. Equity); three similar investment 
strategies that seek to invest primarily in high quality dividend-paying companies (Global Quality 
Dividend Income, International Quality Dividend Income and U.S. Quality Dividend Income); and the 
Concentrated Global Equity Strategy and the Global Equity ADR Strategy, which are similar to the Global 
Equity Strategy. Each strategy’s objective is to seek long-term capital appreciation, and we pursue this 
objective by investing primarily in publicly traded equity securities. We may also provide each of these 
strategies with mutually agreed upon investment restrictions and/or guidelines to suit the preferences 
of specific clients. For example, under certain circumstances as agreed upon between us and a client, we 
can apply a screen to avoid purchasing securities of issuers materially engaged in certain businesses (e.g., 
tobacco, alcohol, gambling, fossil fuels or controversial weapons). We may offer other strategies from 
time to time. 

 
The Global Equity Strategy generally invests the bulk of its assets in equity securities or equity-linked 
instruments of companies located anywhere in the world, including emerging markets countries and the 
United States. The strategy generally invests in companies with a market capitalization of at least $5 
billion, but it may invest in companies with lower market capitalizations. 

 
The Global Quality Dividend Income Strategy generally invests the bulk of its assets in equity securities 
or equity-linked instruments of companies located anywhere in the world, including emerging markets 
countries and the United States. The strategy seeks to invest primarily in high quality dividend-paying 
companies with attractively priced future growth prospects. The strategy generally invests in companies 
with a market capitalization of at least $5 billion, but it may invest in companies with lower market 
capitalizations. 

 
The Concentrated Global Equity Strategy generally invests the bulk of its assets in equity securities or 
equity-linked instruments of companies located anywhere in the world, including emerging markets 
countries and the United States. The strategy generally invests in companies with a market capitalization 
of at least $5 billion, but it may invest in companies with lower market capitalizations. 
 
The Global Equity ADR Strategy generally invests the bulk of its assets in equity securities or equity- 
linked instruments of companies located anywhere in the world, including emerging markets and the 
United States. For these purposes, “equity securities” include publicly traded common stocks and 
American Depositary Receipts (ADRs), which are securities that evidence ownership interests in 
underlying securities issued by non-U.S. companies. The strategy generally invests in companies with a 
market capitalization of at least $5 billion, but it may invest in companies with lower market 
capitalizations. 

 
The International Equity Strategy generally invests the bulk of its assets in equity securities or equity- 
linked instruments of companies located in or principally exposed to countries outside the United States, 
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including issuers in emerging markets countries. The strategy ordinarily will invest in companies with 
business activities in several different countries. The strategy generally invests in companies with a 
market capitalization of at least $5 billion, but it may invest in companies with lower market 
capitalizations. 

 
The International Quality Dividend Income Strategy generally invests the bulk of its assets in equity 
securities or equity-linked instruments of companies located in or principally exposed to countries outside 
the United States, including issuers in emerging markets countries. The strategy ordinarily will invest in 
companies with business activities in several different countries. The strategy seeks to invest primarily in 
high quality dividend-paying companies with attractively priced future growth prospects. The strategy 
generally invests in companies with a market capitalization of at least $5 billion, but it may invest in 
companies with lower market capitalizations. 

 
The Emerging Markets Equity Strategy generally invests the bulk of its assets in equity securities of 
companies located in or principally exposed to emerging markets countries without regard to their 
capitalization. The strategy generally invests in companies with a market capitalization of at least $5 
billion, but it may invest in companies with lower market capitalizations. 

 
The U.S. Equity Strategy generally invests the bulk of its assets in equity securities or equity-linked 
instruments of companies located in or principally exposed to the United States. The strategy generally 
invests in companies with a market capitalization of at least $5 billion, but it may invest in companies 
with lower market capitalizations. 

 
The U.S. Quality Dividend Income Strategy generally invests the bulk of its assets in equity securities or 
equity-linked instruments of companies located in or principally exposed to the United States. The 
strategy seeks to invest primarily in high quality dividend-paying companies with attractively priced future 
growth prospects. The strategy generally invests in companies with a market capitalization of at least $5 
billion, but it may invest in companies with lower market capitalizations. 

 
Each strategy may acquire equity-linked securities, which are synthetic instruments designed to replicate 
ownership of an underlying equity security in foreign stock markets where non-resident shareholders 
are unable to own shares directly. 
 
Our Global Equity and International Equity Strategy portfolios typically hold between 35 and 70 
investments, while our Emerging Markets Equity Strategy portfolios typically hold between 40 and 80 
investments. Our Global Quality Dividend Income, International Quality Dividend Income and U.S. 
Quality Dividend Income portfolios typically hold between 25 and 70 investments. Our Global Equity 
ADR Strategy portfolios typically hold between 30 and 75 securities. Our standard guidelines for each of 
those seven strategies provide that no single portfolio holding is anticipated to exceed 10% of the portfolio 
value (at the time of purchase). Our U.S. Equity Strategy portfolios typically hold between 15 and 40 
investments. Our standard guidelines for that strategy provide that no single portfolio holding is 
anticipated to exceed 20% of the portfolio value (at the time of purchase). Our Concentrated Global 
Equity Strategy portfolios typically hold between 10 and 20 investments, and our standard guidelines for 
that strategy provide that no single portfolio holding is anticipated to exceed 15% of portfolio value (at 
the time of purchase). The amount of cash in our portfolios is not a strategic factor and is a residual 
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function of our investment process. Our standard guidelines for the above strategies other than the U.S. 
Equity Strategy and the Concentrated Global Equity Strategy provide that cash will ordinarily represent 
less than 10% of a portfolio’s assets. Our standard guidelines for the U.S. Equity Strategy and the 
Concentrated Global Equity Strategy provide that cash will ordinarily not exceed 20% of portfolio value. 
Our guidelines are subject to change, and guidelines may be customized as agreed by us and a client from 
time to time. 

 
Portfolio turnover in our strategies will vary based on market conditions and the opportunities for 
investing. We expect that a meaningful portion of portfolio turnover will arise from trading shares of 
then-existing portfolio positions (e.g., buying additional shares or selling some shares of an issuer in the 
portfolio). 

 
We seek long-term capital appreciation by investing primarily in the equity securities of both U.S. and 
non-U.S. issuers that we believe have durable earnings potential that is undervalued by the market. Our 
portfolios are diversified by country (except for our U.S. Equity Strategy) and sector, but they are not 
constrained by any benchmark index. 

 
We typically invest in publicly traded common and preferred stock and other publicly traded equity 
securities (including ADRs and Global Depositary Receipts (GDRs)). Equity securities are generally 
subordinate in the capital structure of a company to publicly traded debt securities as well as other forms 
of indebtedness of the company. Prices of equity securities often fluctuate more than prices of debt 
securities and may be more likely to be affected by poor performance of a company, poor market 
performance, negative changes in investor perceptions of the company or market, as well as economic 
conditions. 

 
All our portfolios may invest in companies with small and/or mid-sized market capitalizations. The 
securities of some of these companies, as well as those of some companies that are considered large 
market capitalization companies, may be thinly traded. These securities carry a heightened risk that 
liquidity may not be readily available. This may negatively impact both our ability to sell, as well as the 
sale price itself. In these cases, we may not be able to sell our securities at or near published market 
quotes. Moreover, certain investments may be required to be held for longer periods than we would 
like before liquidity levels reach desired levels for trading. 

 
While we adhere to our diversification guidelines, we believe in and manage relatively concentrated 
portfolios. As a result, the performance of any of our portfolios may be significantly affected by an 
individual holding. 

 
We may invest in any combination of equity securities, including without limitation, common stocks, 
preferred stocks, securities convertible into stocks, equity interest in Real Estate Investment Trusts 
(REITs), participating shares, savings shares, non-voting shares, options contracts, and exchange-traded 
funds (ETFs) that may invest in securities (such as an emerging market index or country index or in 
commodities such as gold). We also may hold cash or cash equivalents. 

 
We also may use derivative securities including, without limitation, participation/ participatory notes (P- 
Notes) and/or Low Exercise Price Options (LEPOs), collectively known as “Synthetic Equities”, where the 
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use of such securities is consistent with the strategy’s and a client’s investment objectives and policies. A 
strategy may use Synthetic Equities primarily to gain access to securities which may be otherwise 
inaccessible to foreign investors or too costly for direct access to the underlying securities primarily due 
to market registration issues. Synthetic Equities are instruments that attempt to replicate ownership of 
an underlying equity security in foreign stock markets where non-resident shareholders are unable to 
own shares directly or find it advantageous to own shares through this indirect vehicle. Synthetic Equities 
are created by financial intermediaries such as investment banks and commercial banks and these 
instruments represent an unsecured obligation of the financial intermediary. As such, a Synthetic Equity 
is a direct obligation of the counterparty, and the non-resident investor has no direct claim with the 
issuer of the underlying security. In conjunction with these possible investments, we have established 
general counterparty risk monitoring procedures. For purposes of applicable diversification, issuer 
concentration and asset class exposure guidelines and/or restrictions, we consider the issuer of the 
underlying security to be the issuer of the investment held by the client account. 

 
We may invest a substantial portion of the Global Equity ADR Strategy in ADRs. Each of the other 
strategies may also invest in depositary receipts, including ADRs and GDRs. In general, we invest in ADRs 
and/or GDRs when we believe that the fundamental investment attributes of the foreign company are 
attractive notwithstanding the limitations that may be imposed on depositary receipts. 

 
Additional information about the risks associated with investing in these instruments is set forth below. 

 
Our Investment Process 

 
Sourcing Potential Investment Ideas: One of the primary tools that we use to source potential investment 
ideas is a quantitative scoring and ranking system that is regularly applied against an investable universe 
of listed and actively traded global equities. While it is not possible to capture forward-looking quality in 
a quantitative screen, we use some common metrics to help identify companies that have exhibited the 
quality factors that we feel best expresses forward-looking quality given the limitations of backward- 
looking data. Examples of those factors are: 

 
• Stable financials and solid balance sheet (e.g., stability of margins, Altman Z-Score). 
• Profitability (e.g., return on assets, return on equity). 
• Efficiency (e.g., operating margins, capital intensity). 
• Wide economic moat/sustainable business (e.g., gross profit/total assets). 

 
Our screen typically yields several hundred companies out of an initial starting point of approximately 
50,000 listed and actively-traded global equities each ranked from 1 to 10 on an aggregate quality score. 
We do not employ valuation metrics in our screen, as we believe that excluding valuation metrics 
provides more stability to our rankings. As described below, we consider valuation after we have 
identified what we consider to be quality names. 

 
In addition, and as a complement to our screen, we rely on the investment team’s cumulative experience 
and investment knowledge to source potential investments that may or may not be ranked highly by our 
screen at any particular time. 
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Research: We next analyze those companies’ businesses and the industry in which they operate to 
understand the reasons for their superior results and to predict their ability to continue to perform. Our 
process results in a shortened list of companies that we believe have a demonstrable and sustainable 
competitive advantage. 

 
Central to our analysis of any company is a focus on its ongoing, long-term relative growth potential. Our 
long-term focus affects our view of the company’s appropriate valuation. Our valuation estimates seek 
to predict a company’s future earnings and thereby assess our expected value for the company at the 
end of our anticipated holding period. We believe our focus on longer timeframes differentiates our 
investment research process. 

 
GQG recognizes that environmental, social and governance (“ESG”) factors can materially impact a 
company’s valuation. In our pursuit of long-term capital appreciation on behalf of our client accounts, we 
may also consider financially material ESG factors in our investment process. We typically evaluate and 
may give meaningful weight to issues such as environmental responsibility, labor relations, corporate 
culture and the quality of corporate leadership in its assessment of a potential or existing portfolio 
company, although non-ESG financially relevant factors may be more important than ESG factors in any 
particular investment decision, and we expect that over time many decisions will be made primarily or 
completely based on non-ESG factors. Under certain circumstances, we have agreed to apply one or more 
ESG-related investment screens with respect to portfolio holdings for some clients. 

 
Our analysts remain involved throughout our entire screening and research process. We believe that 
the in-depth involvement of several minds in the analysis of a potential investment is likely to produce a 
more thorough understanding of its underlying business and the risks to its business model. 

 
We employ one or more analysts with a background in investigative journalism to provide us with 
unconventional perspectives and to investigate social aspects of various prospective investments. That 
approach at times gives us insight into social issues that may not be available through what would be 
considered standard investment research. We believe that this is particularly important in evaluating 
the culture of prospective investments and, to some extent, the ecosystem in which they operate. 

 
We identify companies meeting our quality and growth criteria by estimating the business’s earnings 
growth over a multi-year horizon. Subsequently, we set a terminal multiple on that forecasted earnings 
estimate to arrive at a terminal price which is then discounted to its present value using a determined 
discount rate. We acquire an interest in a company only when we believe its shares are selling at a 
significant discount to their intrinsic value. Because future cash flows are uncertain, our calculation of a 
company’s intrinsic value is subject to review and revision. 

 
The foregoing description of our screening and research process is for illustrative purposes, to 
demonstrate the ordinary process employed by GQG, and it does not necessarily apply to every 
investment made for any given portfolio. Not every factor is considered for every investment, or weighed 
in the same manner, and the full process is not necessarily applied to follow-on investments already 
deemed appropriate. Similarly, not every highly scored investment is added to a portfolio, and not every 
poorly scored investment is excluded. 
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Portfolio Construction 

 
We believe our approach to diversification differs from most investment managers. In our view, risk 
exists in a company’s business itself, not in categorizations of industries, sectors and geographic regions. 
Therefore, we seek to understand each portfolio company’s sources of revenues and competitive risks. 
We do not believe optimization engines can identify such risks. When we construct a portfolio, we focus 
on its diversification of revenue sources and end-consumer behaviors. As a result, our portfolios may 
feature high sector and/or country concentrations and demonstrate significant tracking error against 
benchmark indices. 

 
Our portfolio construction is not dictated by the composition of benchmark indices because we seek to 
identify and invest in those constituents of a benchmark whose business prospects we believe are 
inherently superior to the benchmark as a whole. As a consequence, our portfolios’ industry and 
geographic exposures will vary significantly from their benchmarks. Although our portfolio construction 
is primarily a result of our fundamental research on individual stocks, we also use parameters in 
constructing portfolios. 

 
Sell Discipline 

 
The key tenets of our investment purchase discipline are consistency, predictability, profitability, 
sustainability and reasonable price. We continue to monitor those aspects of each company in our 
portfolios on an ongoing basis. We will remain invested in a company unless: 

 
• The market price exceeds our valuation estimate. 
• We believe there is a meaningful deterioration in the company’s relative long-term earnings 

growth prospects. 
• We perceive a loss of long-term competitive advantage. 
• The company is involved in a major acquisition. 
• We are unable to reconcile company data. 
• The company is replaced by an investment we see as more attractive. 

 
Of these reasons, the most common reason for us to divest a company is to replace it with a company 
we find more attractive. 

 
Risks of Our Investment Strategies 

 
Material risks associated with our investment strategies are described below. These risks include several 
risks that are generally associated with investments in equity securities. The market value of equity 
securities fluctuates, and investing in equity securities involves risk of loss of principal. Security values 
may decline for a number of reasons, including those that relate to the particular issuer of the security, 
as well as those that relate to the broader equity markets, general market conditions, governmental 
policy and/or other matters. All GQG clients and prospective clients should be prepared to bear the risks 
associated with investing in equity securities and should consider these risks before opening an account 
with us. 
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Value risk: There is no guarantee that our judgments about the intrinsic value and potential appreciation 
of a particular asset class or individual security are or will be correct. Our forward- looking quality 
approach will at times have us invested in value securities, growth securities or both that we deem to be 
undervalued by the market. At any time, those styles, or any of the individual securities we have selected 
or all of them may be out of favor with investors, causing our investment performance to vary widely 
from that of the benchmark. Even if our assessment of the intrinsic value of a security is correct, it may 
take a long period of time for the security to realize that intrinsic value, and there is no guarantee that 
the stock market will recognize our estimate of the value of a security. 

 
Market risk: Companies issue equities, or stocks, to help finance their operations and future growth. 
Investors who purchase these equities become part owners in these companies. The value of these 
equities varies according to how the market reacts to factors relating to the company, market activity, 
governmental policy and/or general economic and political conditions. Increasingly interconnected 
global economies and financial markets contribute to market risk. For example, if the economy is 
expanding, the market may attach positive outlooks to companies and the value of their stocks may rise. 
The opposite is also true, and a shrinking economy can lead to depressed stock prices. Market value does 
not always reflect the intrinsic value of a company. These risks may be magnified if certain events or 
developments adversely interrupt the global supply chain. In these and other circumstances, such risks 
might affect companies worldwide. Recent examples include pandemic risks related to COVID-19 and the 
aggressive responsive measures taken worldwide by governments and businesses, including closing 
borders, restricting international and domestic travel and commerce, and changes to business 
operations. Other examples include risks related to aggressive tightening of monetary policy as central 
banks combat inflationary pressures. These actions can constrain access to capital and put downward 
pressure on company valuations. 

 
Key person risk: Rajiv Jain is our Chief Investment Officer and serves as a portfolio manager for all of 
GQG’s investment strategies. Although Mr. Jain is supported by other investment personnel, including 
multiple portfolio managers, the performance of our strategies is largely dependent on his efforts and 
his experience in designing and implementing investment strategies. His temporary or permanent 
unavailability, including if he departs from the management of our strategies for whatever reason, may 
have a material adverse effect on our ability to implement those strategies and achieve their investment 
objectives. We may be unable to replace Mr. Jain on a timely basis or with appropriately qualified 
personnel, and such delay or inability may adversely affect the accounts we manage. 

 
Concentration risk: If a strategy is not diversified across multiple issuers, sectors, regions or countries, 
the value of clients’ accounts invested in the strategy will vary considerably in response to changes in the 
issuers, sectors, regions or countries in which the portfolio is invested. This may result in higher volatility, 
and portfolio performance will be more susceptible to loss due to adverse occurrences affecting the 
issuers, sectors, regions or countries in which the portfolio is invested. Our U.S. Equity Strategy, which 
typically holds between 15 and 40 positions, and our Concentrated Global Equity Strategy, which 
typically holds between 10 and 20 positions, are non-diversified and relatively more susceptible to this 
particular risk than our other strategies, which are relatively more diversified. 

 
Currency risk: Our strategies are generally valued in U.S. dollars. When we buy foreign securities, they 
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are purchased with foreign currency, which will fluctuate against the U.S. dollar. Clients may benefit 
from changes in exchange rates, or an unfavorable change in exchange rates may reduce, or even 
eliminate, any return on a U.S. dollar basis. While most of our strategies are not subject to any fixed 
geographic diversification requirements, we diversify investments among countries where appropriate 
to reduce currency risk. We generally do not hedge against changes in currency rates, but we may do so 
where appropriate for certain accounts using options on fixed income securities, selling of currency on 
a spot basis, using forward contracts or swap arrangements, or transacting in securities on a when-issued 
or delayed-delivery basis. 

 
Counterparty risk: There is a risk that counterparties will not make payments on the securities they issue. 
Our portfolios may own participation notes or other Synthetic Equities. These instruments are direct 
obligations of the issuing counterparty, and a holder has no direct claim against the issuer of the underlying 
security. Thus, their value and price fluctuations may not correlate to the equity securities to which they 
relate. 

 
Foreign markets risk: Some of the securities in which we invest are traded outside of the U.S. The value 
of foreign securities may fluctuate more than U.S. investments because companies outside of the U.S. are 
not subject to the same regulations, standards, reporting practices and disclosure requirements that 
apply in the U.S. Public information may be limited with respect to foreign issuers, and foreign issuers 
may not be subject to uniform accounting, auditing and financial standards and requirements 
comparable to those applicable to U.S. companies. Some foreign markets may not have laws to protect 
investor rights. Political instability, social unrest, government policies or diplomatic developments in 
foreign countries could adversely affect the functioning of foreign markets and/or the value of securities 
traded in such markets. There is a chance that foreign securities may be highly taxed or that government-
imposed exchange controls may prevent investors from taking money out of the country. Foreign 
markets including less developed markets have a greater risk of regulatory changes which could 
adversely impact investments made on behalf of our client accounts.  In general, the less developed a 
country’s securities markets are, the greater the likelihood of custody, clearing and settlement problems. 
In addition, the infrastructure for the safe custody of securities and processes for purchasing and selling 
securities, settling trades, collecting dividends, initiating corporate actions and following corporate 
activity are typically not as well developed in such countries as is the case in more developed markets. 
Additionally, the financial profile and relative strength of service providers – including local sub 
custodians, brokers, exchanges and securities depositories may subject clients, investments and 
transactions to higher risk. Foreign market trading hours, clearance and settlement procedures, foreign 
currency conversions and holiday schedules may also limit our ability to buy and sell securities in certain 
countries. 

 
Emerging markets risk: Investments in emerging markets can be subject to a greater risk of loss than 
investments in more developed markets. Securities markets in emerging market countries may be smaller 
and less liquid than those in more developed countries, making it more difficult to sell securities in order 
to take profits or avoid losses. Companies in these markets may have limited product lines, markets or 
resources, making it relatively more difficult to measure the value of the company. Potential political 
instability and corruption, as well as lower standards of regulation for business practices, increase the 
possibility of fraud and other legal problems. Public information may be limited with respect to emerging 
markets issuers, and emerging markets issuers may not be subject to uniform accounting, auditing and 
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financial standards and requirements comparable to those applicable to U.S. companies. There also may 
be greater risk associated with the custody and settlement of securities in such markets. Further, 
emerging markets can be affected adversely by changes to the economic health of certain key trading 
partners, such as the U.S. or China, regional or global conflicts, pandemics, terrorism or war. 
 
At times, one or more of our investment strategies may have significant exposure to a particular 
emerging market country and/or region (e.g., India, Turkey, Southeast Asia and Middle East) which may 
give rise to heightened emerging market risk and potential risk of loss.  

 
United States risk: Investments in U.S. issuers may be susceptible to economic, political, regulatory or 
other events or conditions affecting issuers within the United States. A decrease in imports or exports, 
changes in trade regulations and/or an economic recession in the United States may have a material 
adverse effect on the U.S. economy and the securities listed on U.S. exchanges. Proposed and adopted 
policy and legislative changes in the United States are changing many aspects of financial and other 
regulation and may have a significant effect on the U.S. markets generally, as well as on the value of 
certain securities. In addition, a continued rise in the U.S. public debt level or U.S. austerity measures 
may adversely affect U.S. economic growth and the securities in which a Fund invests. If the United 
States’ relations with one or more foreign countries become strained, it could adversely affect U.S. issuers 
as well as non-U.S. issuers that rely on the United States for trade. If the United States experiences 
increased internal unrest and discord, it could have an adverse impact on the U.S. economy as well as 
on U.S. and non-U.S. issuers. 

 
Armed conflict risk: International investment markets are subject to the risk of armed conflict, or the 
threat of armed conflict, the economic ramifications of which can be extremely broad. Beyond physical 
harm to populations and economies, armed conflict may result in any number of measures including, 
among others, sanctions, trade restrictions, major strategic decisions by private companies and 
organizations, and asset freezes or limitations on the movement of persons or assets, together with 
other measures imposed by the countries involved, other countries worldwide, multi-country groups, 
consortia such as international communications or payment systems, and even international 
organizations like the United Nations. The armed conflict involving Russia and Ukraine has given rise to 
political and economic uncertainty and market volatility that is affecting virtually all market participants. 
We may invest in issuers that are organized or operate in and/or are otherwise economically tied to the 
most affected jurisdictions. The potential adverse effects of any such conflict on the issuers in which we 
invest are wide ranging, including adverse effects on investment valuations, difficulty in selling assets, 
nationalization of assets (in which case a holder would receive no or inadequate compensation for the 
assets), and/or other adverse actions or circumstances. 

 
Brexit risk; Eurozone risk; refugees; sanctions; other region risk: In what is commonly referred to as 
“Brexit,” the United Kingdom including Britain exited the European Union (“EU”), which resulted in 
significant volatility in British, broader European, and global markets, and added uncertainty to future 
market developments. The continuing effects of Brexit, and any similar future developments, may cause 
severe adverse effects to financial prospects in the countries and regions involved as well as globally. 
Other countries could decide to exit to EU, adding further uncertainties. Further, as a result of the past 
decade’s financial crisis in Europe, in particular in Portugal, Ireland, Italy, Greece and Spain, the European 
Commission took various major measures to provide funding to Eurozone countries in financial difficulty 



18  

and seek to stabilize national economies. Despite these measures, concerns persist regarding the 
indebtedness of certain Eurozone countries and their ability to meet their financial obligations, the overall 
stability of the Eurozone and its members and the suitability of certain states to be members of the 
Eurozone. These and other concerns could lead to the re-introduction of individual currencies in one or 
more member states of the European Union or, in more extreme circumstances, the possible dissolution 
of the Eurozone entirely. Should the Eurozone dissolve entirely, the legal and contractual consequences 
for holders of euro-denominated obligations would be determined by laws in effect at such time. In 
addition, political and economic stress can result from the migration of persons fleeing war zones in 
Ukraine, Syria and other jurisdictions. Tensions among major countries arise from time to time. These 
potential developments, or market perceptions concerning these and related issues, could have a 
material adverse effect on the value of our investments and our ability to achieve our investment 
objectives. In addition, the United States and other countries impose and remove sanctions on countries 
or companies in different regions around the world. Such events may subject certain investments to 
particular risks of loss or volatility. 
 
Liquidity risk: While the investment strategies favor large capitalization, highly liquid companies, liquidity 
can be affected by company specific events, market events and political and economic events. Therefore, 
there may be periods when securities issued by these companies are difficult to buy or sell and the value 
of strategies that buy these securities may rise and fall substantially. Smaller companies may not be 
listed on a stock market or traded through an organized market. They may be difficult to value because 
they are developing new products or services for which there is not yet an established market or revenue 
stream. In addition, from time to time, we may buy securities that are subject to resale restrictions that 
affect their liquidity.  

 
Depositary receipt (“DR”) risk: DRs (including ADRs and GDRs) may be subject to certain of the risks 
associated with direct investments in the securities of foreign companies, such as currency risk, political 
and economic risk and market risk, because their values depend on the performance of the non-dollar 
denominated underlying foreign securities. Certain countries may limit the ability to convert DRs into the 
underlying foreign securities and vice versa, which may cause the securities of the foreign company to 
trade at a discount or premium to the market price of the related DR. In addition, holders of unsponsored 
DRs generally bear all the costs of such facilities and the depositary of an unsponsored facility frequently 
is under no obligation to distribute shareholder communications received from the issuer of the 
deposited security or to pass through voting rights to the holders of such DRs in respect of the deposited 
securities. DR holders may not enjoy all the rights and benefits of the holders of ordinary shares, in that 
they may have a limited ability to participate in corporate actions and vote proxies; they may incur 
additional fees and may have differing tax consequences from the holders of ordinary shares. 

 
“Stock Connect” investing risk: Certain accounts may be invested in A Shares of companies based in 
China through the Shanghai-Hong Kong Stock Connect program or Shenzhen-Hong Kong Stock Connect 
program (collectively, “Stock Connect”). Stock Connect is a securities trading and clearing linked program 
developed by Hong Kong Exchanges and Clearing Limited, the Hong Kong Securities Clearing Company 
Limited, Shanghai Stock Exchange, Shenzhen Stock Exchange and China Securities Depository and Clearing 
Corporation Limited with the aim of achieving mutual stock market access between China and Hong 
Kong. Trading through Stock Connect is subject to a number of restrictions that may affect an account’s 
investments and returns, including a daily quota that limits the maximum net purchases under Stock 
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Connect each day. In addition, investments made through Stock Connect are subject to relatively 
untested trading, clearance and settlement procedures. Moreover, A Shares purchased through Stock 
Connect generally may only be sold or otherwise transferred through Stock Connect. An account’s 
investments in A Shares purchased through Stock Connect are generally subject to Chinese securities 
regulations and listing rules. While overseas investors currently are exempt from paying capital gains or 
value added taxes on income and gains from investments in A Shares purchased through Stock Connect, 
these tax rules could be changed, which could result in unexpected tax liabilities for an account. Stock 
Connect operates only on days when both the China and Hong Kong markets are open for trading and 
when banks in both markets are open on the corresponding settlement days. Therefore, an account may 
be subject to the risk of price fluctuations of A Shares when Stock Connect is not trading. 

 
Smaller capitalization issuer risk: Securities of issuers with relatively small equity market capitalizations 
involve greater issuer risk than larger capitalization securities, and the markets for such securities may be 
more volatile and less liquid. Specifically, small capitalization companies often have limited product lines, 
markets or financial resources and may be dependent on one person or a few key persons for 
management. The securities of such companies may be subject to more volatile market movements than 
securities of larger, more established companies, both because the securities typically are traded in lower 
volume and because the issuers typically are more subject to changes in earnings and prospects. 
 
Initial public offering (“IPO”) risk: Investments in securities that are offered in an IPO may involve 
relatively greater risks than investments in the securities of established, publicly traded companies, as 
IPOs are often associated with companies with limited operating histories and uncertain profitability 
prospects. Such companies may be involved in new and evolving businesses and may be vulnerable to 
competition and changes to technology, markets and business conditions. Further, IPO investors can be 
affected by substantial dilution in the value of their shares, by sales of additional shares and by 
concentration of control in existing management and principal shareholders. 

 
Political and economic risk: Investing in foreign securities is subject to the risk of political, social, or 
economic instability, variation in international trade patterns, the possibility of the imposition of exchange 
controls, expropriation, confiscatory taxation, limits on movement of currency or other assets and 
nationalization of assets. Any of these actions could severely affect securities prices or impair the ability 
to purchase or sell foreign securities or transfer assets or income back into the U.S. The economies of 
certain foreign markets may not compare favorably with the economy of the U.S. with respect to such 
issues as growth of gross national product, reinvestment of capital, resources and balance of payments 
position. Other potential foreign market risks include difficulties in pricing securities, defaults on foreign 
government securities and difficulties in enforcing legal judgments in foreign courts. Diplomatic and 
political developments, including rapid and adverse political changes, social instability, regional conflicts, 
the imposition of tariffs or other trade barriers, terrorism and war, could affect the economies, industries 
and securities and currency markets, and the value of an account’s investments, in non-U.S. countries. 
Increasing nationalism in the U.S. and abroad presents risks to global commerce and the companies 
engaged in such commerce. Policies that favor domestic companies as opposed to foreign companies may 
become more likely. Such policies may lead to global supply chain and market disruptions, which could 
have an adverse impact on the companies in which we invest. These factors are extremely difficult, if not 
impossible, to predict and take into account. 
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Regulatory risk: Laws and regulations affecting our business change from time to time, and we are 
currently operating in an environment of significant global regulatory reform. We cannot predict the 
effects, if any, of future legal and regulatory changes on our business or the services we provide. 

 
Governmental supervision and regulation/accounting standards risk: Holding assets outside of the U.S. 
entails additional risks, as there may be limited or no regulatory oversight of the operations of foreign 
custodians, and there could be limits on the ability to recover assets if a foreign bank, depositary or issuer 
of a security, or one of their agents, goes bankrupt. Many foreign governments do not supervise and 
regulate stock exchanges, brokers and the sale of securities to the same extent as such regulations exist 
in the U.S. They also may not have laws to protect investors that are comparable to U.S. securities laws. 
For example, some foreign countries may have no laws or rules against insider trading. In addition, some 
countries may have legal systems that may make it difficult to vote proxies, exercise shareholder rights, 
and pursue legal remedies with respect to foreign investments. Accounting standards in other countries 
are not necessarily the same as in the U.S. If the accounting standards in another country do not require 
as much detail as U.S. accounting standards, it may be harder to completely and accurately determine a 
company’s financial condition. 

 
Operational risk: We rely heavily on portfolio management, trading, financial, accounting and other data 
processing systems. Operational issues associated with the use of these systems, including those arising 
from human error and/or external events, may lead to disruptions in our business operations, which 
could lead to financial loss.  

 
Other business disruption risk: We, our service providers, managed account program sponsors and the 
companies in which we invest are subject to risks related to natural and man-made disasters and 
catastrophes, such as tornadoes, hurricanes, earthquakes, diseases, epidemics, pandemics, terrorist acts 
and climate change, which could adversely affect our business and/or the issuers in which we invest. Any 
of these events could have an adverse effect on our or an issuer’s ability to conduct business and/or its 
respective future business prospects, which could adversely impact the value of a client’s portfolio. 

 
Cyber security risk: We, our service providers, managed account program sponsors and the companies 
in which we invest are subject to operational, technology and information security-related risks 
(collectively, “cyber risk”). With the increased reliance on technology for purposes of conducting 
business, cyber risk and the potential for a disruptive cyber-related incident increases. Cyber incidents 
can result from, for example, deliberate attacks by bad actors (e.g., denial-of- service attacks), 
unintentional actions or information system or power system failures. Cyber incidents have the 
potential to cause financial loss, business disruptions, reputational damage and violations of law, among 
other things, all of which can adversely impact the value of a client’s portfolio. 

 
Item 9. Disciplinary Information 

 
Under Item 9, registered investment advisers are required to disclose all material facts regarding any legal 
or disciplinary events that would be material to a client’s or prospective client’s evaluation of our advisory 
services or the integrity of our management. We have no material legal or disciplinary events involving 
the advisory business of GQG or its management persons to report. 
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Item 10. Other Financial Industry Activities and Affiliations 
 

Investment Companies 
 

We serve as investment adviser to our proprietary mutual funds, GQG Partners Emerging Markets Equity 
Fund, GQG Global Quality Equity Fund, GQG US Select Quality Equity Fund, GQG Partners Global Quality 
Dividend Income Fund, GQG Partners International Quality Dividend Income Fund and GQG Partners US 
Quality Dividend Income Fund; to our proprietary UCITS Funds, the GQG Partners Emerging Markets 
Equity Fund, GQG Partners Global Equity Fund, GQG Partners Global Equity Select Fund, and GQG 
Partners U.S. Equity Fund; to the series funds of GQG Partners Series LLC, a privately offered investment 
company, for which we also serve as managing member; to Reliance Trust Institutional Retirement Trust 
in respect of four series collective investment trusts established for qualified investors under the 
Employee Retirement Income Security Act, as amended (ERISA) and to the GQG Partners Global Equity 
Fund and the GQG Partners Emerging Markets Equity Fund, investment schemes registered in Australia 
and operated by Equity Trustees Limited. This could pose a conflict of interest in that we could be 
motivated to direct our clients to invest in the proprietary funds. If a direct investment management 
client of GQG chooses to invest a portion of its assets in one of our proprietary funds, the client will not 
pay our direct client investment management fee on those assets, but will pay management, trading, 
and administrative fees only at the proprietary fund level. 

 
We also provide sub-advisory services to a variety of other U.S. and non-U.S. investment funds sponsored 
by other entities, including, without limitation, Goldman Sachs Asset Management, L.P., Equitable 
Investment Management Group, LLC, Jackson National Asset Management, LLC and Nationwide Fund 
Advisors. We do not believe these sub-advisory arrangements present a material conflict of interest with 
our other clients, as we have a limited role in the offer or distribution of those funds and do not invest 
any of our clients’ portfolio assets in those funds. 

 
Each such fund’s offering documents provide more information, including information on the fund’s fees 
and expenses, the fund’s service providers and the risks associated with investments in the fund. 
 
Our employees and other Supervised Persons (as defined below) are permitted to invest in funds for which 
we serve as adviser or sub-adviser, subject to preclearance and reporting requirements. Please see 
Item 11. Code of Ethics, Participation or Interest in Client Transactions and Personal Trading, below, 
for further description of how we manage conflicts associated with personal investing. 
 
Broker Dealers 

 
Certain of our employees are registered representatives of Foreside Fund Services, LLC for the sole 
purpose of marketing certain proprietary investment funds, noted above, for which we serve as 
investment adviser or sub-adviser. Those employees receive sales compensation in the form of sales 
commissions and/or bonuses that are based, in part, on revenues received by us in connection with the 
management of the funds. They are not permitted to offer (or sell) any other securities. They are not paid 
commissions or any other transaction-based compensation for the sale of any security to any client to 
which we charge an investment management fee. 
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Participating Affiliate 
 
GQG may use personnel employed by GQG Partners Ltd, one of its foreign (non-U.S.) affiliates (the “Non- 
U.S. Affiliate”), to provide portfolio management, research and other services to its advisory clients. The 
Non- U.S. Affiliate is not registered under the Advisers Act. Such services are provided pursuant to a 
participating affiliate agreement between GQG and the Non-U.S. Affiliate under which the Non-U.S. 
Affiliate is considered to be a participating affiliate of GQG in accordance with applicable guidance of the 
staff of the SEC that allows investment advisers registered in the United States to use investment advisory 
and other resources of advisory affiliates subject to the supervision of the registered adviser. Subject to 
the supervision of GQG, investment professionals and other employees of the Non-U.S. Affiliate may 
render portfolio management, research and other services to GQG’s advisory clients under a participating 
affiliate agreement with GQG. 
 
Other Investment Adviser 

 
As noted above in Item 7. Types of Clients, GQG provides the PAC Services to PAC. GQG has launched a 
private capital solutions business that competes with other businesses that provide financing for 
investment managers, including PAC’s.  Accordingly, GQG faces a conflict of interest in providing the PAC 
Services. In providing the PAC Services, GQG has conflicts of interest in allocating its resources to PAC as 
allocating resources to PAC will reduce the availability of such resources to GQG. Potential conflicts of 
interest may also arise in connection with a Supervised Person’s knowledge and timing of transactions, 
investment opportunities, and other investment information relating to PAC or to GQG’s other clients. 
GQG may be limited by information barriers, confidentiality agreements or other similar controls from 
internally sharing and using such information. Additionally, one or more Supervised Persons, including 
investment personnel, could be precluded from providing services to GQG or from being involved in 
specific investment related activities or decisions because of certain confidential information available to 
those individuals. Supervised Persons could also be in a position to use certain information to the possible 
advantage or to the possible detriment of our other clients. GQG manages these potential conflicts by 
requiring that any transaction be made in compliance with the Code of Ethics, as discussed in more detail 
in Item 11. Code of Ethics, Participation or Interest in Client Transactions and Personal Trading below, 
as well as any applicable information barriers, confidentiality agreements or other similar controls.  

 

Item 11. Code of Ethics, Participation or Interest in Client Transactions and Personal Trading 
 

We have adopted a written Code of Ethics (our “Code”) that is applicable to our “Supervised Persons”. 
We adopted the Code in accordance with Rule 204A-1 under the Advisers Act. Below is a brief summary 
of the Code. Supervised Persons include, generally, any officer or director of GQG and any employee of 
GQG who, in relation to our advisory clients (1) has access to non-public information regarding any 
purchase or sale of securities, or non-public information regarding securities holdings, or (2) is involved 
in making securities recommendations, executing securities recommendations, or has access to such 
recommendations that are non-public. All GQG employees are deemed to be Supervised Persons. The 
Chief Compliance Officer may determine that certain other individuals (such as temporary employees or 
contract workers) should be deemed to be Supervised Persons. 
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We will provide a copy of the Code to any client or prospective client upon request. Our Code requires 
all of our Supervised Persons to: 

 
• place clients’ interests ahead of their personal interests, 
• abide by all applicable regulations, 
• pre-clear and report on many types of personal securities transactions, and 
• provide an annual report of all covered personal securities account holdings. 

 
Our restrictions, pre-clearance and reporting requirements relating to personal securities trading apply 
to Supervised Persons, as well as their immediate family members living in the same household. 
Supervised Persons’ trading may create conflicts between their personal trading and trading for clients. 
Therefore, our Supervised Persons are generally prohibited from purchasing individual equity securities, 
stock futures and narrow-based stock index futures and any other types of securities not included in a 
list of allowed securities in the Code. Generally, the following types of securities may be purchased and 
sold under the Code, in each case requiring preclearance unless noted: Mutual funds (not subject to 
preclearance unless the fund is advised or sub-advised by GQG), broad-based exchange traded funds 
(ETFs), money market instruments (not subject to pre clearance), U.S. government securities (not 
subject to pre clearance), variable annuities issued by insurance company separate accounts (not 
subject to pre clearance) and reportable “grandfathered” securities (which are permitted only to be 
sold). 
 
The Code’s restrictions on trading also do not apply to transactions in a limited number of approved 
separate accounts (e.g., “seed” accounts) that we manage for one or more of our employees or entities 
that they control as clients of GQG (“Employee Accounts”). Trading in these Employee Accounts can 
potentially conflict with the trading in other client accounts. For example, if an Employee Account is 
selling a particular security at the same time as a client account, we may have an incentive to sell the 
security in the Employee Account before we sell it in the client account. To prevent an incentive to favor 
the Employee Accounts, we generally apply the trade aggregation, allocation and rotation policies and 
procedures that apply to all client accounts to the trading activity in these Employee Accounts, which are 
designed to preclude preferential treatment of some clients over others in the trading process. For 
certain Employee Accounts, GQG will typically place the trades after comparable trades have been 
placed for other client accounts. See “Directed and Restricted Brokerage” and “Trade Aggregation, 
Allocation and Order” in Item 12. Brokerage Practices, below. While our Code and other policies and 
procedures are designed to mitigate these conflicts, there is no guarantee that our policies and 
procedures will be successful. 

 
We are the managing member of and investment adviser to GQG Partners Series LLC, a series-type 
limited liability company comprising several privately offered pooled investment funds, and we are 
investment adviser to proprietary mutual funds, collective investment trust funds, UCITS funds and 
investment schemes registered in Australia. In lieu of opening a separately managed advisory account 
with us, potential clients may invest in one or more of those funds. With respect to investments in certain 
of these funds, we have entered into, and may in the future enter into, side letters or other similar 
agreements with fund investors that have the effect of altering or supplementing terms attaching to the 
interests in the fund or of establishing rights not otherwise made available to other investors in the fund. 
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Such agreements, include, for example, different fee levels and varying fee structures (e.g., performance 
fees or fee rebates) and commitments to certain fund investors to redeem fund interests in cash (as 
opposed to in kind), subject to the investor’s assumption of the fund’s transaction costs associated with 
the cash redemption. We do not believe that these arrangements involving fund interests introduce 
conflicts of interest that are materially different from the conflicts of interest that exist with respect to 
our serving as investment adviser to our advisory clients generally. 

 
Potential conflicts of interest also may arise in connection with a Supervised Person’s knowledge and the 
timing of transactions, investment opportunities, broker selection, portfolio holdings and investments. 
Some Supervised Persons who have access to the size and timing of transactions may have information 
concerning the market impact of transactions. Supervised Persons may be in a position to use this 
information to their possible advantage or to the possible detriment of our other client accounts. An 
investment opportunity may be suitable for multiple accounts we advise, but not in sufficient quantities 
for all accounts to participate fully. Similarly, there may be limited opportunity to sell an investment held 
by multiple accounts. Supervised Persons who invest in any proprietary or other funds that we manage 
or advise may have a conflict of interest in that they may have an incentive to treat such funds 
preferentially as compared to other accounts we manage. We manage these potential conflicts with 
Supervised Person transactions by requiring that any transaction be made in compliance with the Code 
and manage potential conflicts between client accounts through our allocation procedures. See “Trade 
Aggregation, Allocation and Order” in Item 12. Brokerage Practices, below. 
 
We may invest client assets in securities of companies that are clients of ours, or related to clients of the 
firm, broker-dealers or banks used by us to effect transactions for client accounts, or vendors that provide 
products or services to us. In addition, from time to time, we direct trades on behalf of our clients to 
broker-dealers or other financial intermediaries that are clients of ours, that provide investment banking 
or other financial services to us and/or that sponsor pooled vehicles to which we provide investment 
advisory services or managed account programs in which we participate. And, we may vote proxies of 
companies that are also investment advisory clients of the firm. These various business relationships with 
other companies give rise to conflicts of interest and incentives to favor the interests of these companies 
when we provide services to our clients. We have adopted policies and procedures that are designed to 
address such conflicts of interest (e.g., Conflict of Interest Policy, Proxy Voting Policy, and broker-dealer 
selection and approval procedures) and to help ensure that we act in a manner that is consistent with 
our fiduciary obligations to all of our clients. Please see Item 12. Brokerage Practices and Item 17. Voting 
Client Securities, below. 

 

Item 12. Brokerage Practices 
 

The Selection of Broker-Dealers for Client Transactions 
 

Most clients grant us discretion over the selection and amount of securities to be bought or sold, without 
requiring client consent as to any particular transaction, subject to specified investment guidelines. We 
generally have discretion to select the broker or dealer to be used and the compensation to be paid, on 
a transaction-by-transaction basis. Securities may be purchased from a market maker acting as principal 
on a net basis with no brokerage commission and from underwriters at prices that include compensation 
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to the underwriters. 
 

We may aggregate the orders of some or all of our clients placed with a particular broker-dealer in order 
to facilitate orderly and efficient execution, giving each participating client the average price, as described 
below. 

 
As a fiduciary, we seek to obtain best execution in all securities transactions, which generally means that 
we seek to obtain the execution of transactions for clients in such a manner that the client’s total cost 
or proceeds in each transaction is the most favorable under the circumstances. Best execution involves 
both quantitative and qualitative factors and does not mean that we will always obtain the best possible 
price or the lowest commission. In seeking best execution, the determinative factor is not the lowest 
possible cost, but whether the transaction represents the overall best qualitative execution, taking into 
consideration the full range of a broker-dealer’s services. In seeking best execution, we may consider, 
among other things: 

 
• the broker-dealer’s capabilities with respect to providing the execution, clearance, and 

settlement services generally and in connection with securities of the type and in the amounts 
to be bought or sold; 

• our actual experience with the broker-dealer; 
• the reputation of the broker-dealer; 
• the broker-dealer’s financial strength and stability; 
• clearance and settlement efficiency and promptness of execution; 
• ability and willingness to maintain confidentiality and anonymity; 
• frequency and manner of error resolution; 
• the value of proprietary or third-party research and brokerage services (as permitted by 

applicable law); 
• capability of the broker-dealer to execute difficult transactions in the future; 
• the broker-dealer’s expertise; 
• commission rates and dealer spreads; and 
• technological capabilities and infrastructure, including back-office capabilities. 

 
In selecting broker-dealers for a particular transaction, we do not adhere to any rigid formula and relevant 
factors will vary for each transaction. 

 
In foreign markets, commission and other transaction costs are often higher than those charged in the 
United States. In addition, we do not have the ability to negotiate commissions in some markets. Services 
associated with foreign investing, including custody and administration, are also more expensive than 
analogous services pertaining to investments in U.S. securities markets. 

 
For discretionary advisory accounts associated with wrap account or dual contract programs offered by 
broker-dealers, banks, and investment advisers, we will typically direct trades to the broker associated 
with the wrap or dual contract program (the “Program broker”). For wrap programs, there is typically no 
separate execution charge (e.g., commission) associated with trades effected through the Program 
broker, and trading with a broker other than the Program broker would involve a separate commission. 
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Similarly, dual contract arrangements may involve zero or discounted commission rates for trades that 
are effected with the Program broker. Absent circumstances that suggest that the Program broker is not 
able to provide appropriate execution on a given trade, we will direct program trades to the Program 
broker. 

 
At least annually, we evaluate the execution performance of the brokers with which we place client trades. 
The review of brokers consists of an analysis of the criteria that we believe are necessary for us to make 
a reasonable decision about our best execution determinations. These criteria include, for example, 
trade concentration, commission schedules, transaction cost analyses and the value of any research and 
brokerage services provided in connection with client trading. 

 
Research and Other Soft Dollar Benefits 

 
Our primary objective in broker-dealer selection is to comply with our duty to seek best execution. As 
noted above, best execution does not necessarily mean the lowest commission or best possible price, 
but involves consideration of a number of factors, including the value of brokerage and research services 
provided to GQG in connection with trading on behalf of client accounts. Subject to our duty to seek best 
execution, we often select broker-dealers that furnish us with proprietary and/or third-party research 
and brokerage services (collectively, “Services”) that provide, in our view, appropriate assistance in our 
investment decision-making process. These Services may be bundled with the trade execution, clearing, 
or settlement services provided by a particular broker-dealer and/or, subject to applicable law, we may 
pay for such Services with client commissions (or “soft dollars”). We receive such Services in a manner 
that is consistent with the “safe harbor” requirements of Section 28(e) of the Securities Exchange Act of 
1934 (“Section 28(e)”). In general, under Section 28(e), an investment adviser that exercises investment 
discretion may lawfully pay commissions to a broker at rates higher than those offered by other broker- 
dealers, as long as the research and/or brokerage services provided to the adviser by the broker-dealer: 
(i) are limited to eligible “research” or “brokerage” services; (ii) constitute lawful and appropriate 
assistance to the adviser in the performance of its investment decision-making responsibilities; and (iii) 
the adviser determines in good faith that the commission payments are reasonable in light of the value of 
the brokerage and/or research services provided. 

 
The Services received by GQG include, for example, proprietary research reports on markets, companies, 
industries and securities, and may be written (e.g., publications, emails) or verbal (e.g., conference or 
telephone calls). Services also include opportunities to meet with broker-dealer analysts and/or 
management representatives of companies in which we are invested or may invest. We expect to obtain 
comparable research services from third-party research providers and eligible brokerage services in the 
future. 

 
The Services that we receive are used in connection with the management of any or all of our client 
accounts, and Services received from any one broker-dealer or third party may be used in connection with 
the management of accounts that have not traded with the particular broker-dealer that provided the 
Services. We do not seek to allocate the benefits of any Service to particular clients whose transactions 
may have generated commission credits to pay for the Services or contributed to the acquisition of 
proprietary Services, and the cost of Services obtained by GQG is not borne equally by all client accounts. 
The trading activity for some accounts does not generate any commission credits to pay for Services or 
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otherwise contribute to GQG’s acquisition of proprietary Services. For example, trading on behalf of 
some managed account program accounts does not generate any commission credits for purchasing 
Services, and GQG does not receive proprietary Services in connection with such trading, but those 
accounts benefit from the Services obtained with commission credits generated by other accounts. In 
addition, clients may impose restrictions related to our receipt of Services in connection with trading on 
behalf of their accounts, some of which we treat as a direction to GQG to pay “execution-only” 
commission rates for their accounts. In such cases, no portion of the account’s trading commissions is 
used to obtain Services for GQG, and the account may benefit from Services obtained in connection with 
GQG’s trading on behalf of other accounts. (As described in more detail below, such restrictions may, 
however, impact trade execution quality for such accounts and/or the order in which the trades are 
executed relative to trades for other client accounts that do not impose such restrictions.) Among the 
client accounts whose commissions are used to generate commission credits to purchase Services or 
whose trading contributes to the acquisition of proprietary Services, client accounts that pay a greater 
absolute amount of commissions relative to other accounts will likely bear a greater share of the cost of 
the Services than such other accounts. 

 
In addition, the receipt of Services in connection with trading on behalf of our clients creates a conflict of 
interest for GQG because when we receive the Services from brokers or third parties in connection with 
client trading, we do not have to produce or otherwise pay for the Services out of our resources. 
Accordingly, we may have an incentive to select broker-dealers based on our interest in receiving such 
Services rather than the clients’ interest in most favorable execution. And, as noted above, commissions 
paid to broker-dealers providing Services may be higher than those charged by other broker-dealers that 
do not provide Services. We believe that receiving Services enhances our investment decision-making 
process and is beneficial to our clients. As described in more detail below, we follow policies and 
procedures that are intended to ensure that our receipt of such Services is consistent with our best 
execution obligations and other applicable law and regulations. 

 
GQG’s soft dollar arrangements are approved and overseen by the Firm’s Best Execution Committee. We 
have adopted policies and procedures that are designed to help us evaluate the benefits that we receive 
from the Services that we receive in connection with client trading. For example, we use a rating process 
to assist us in making a good faith determination that the amount of client commissions paid is reasonable 
in light of the value of the Services that we receive in accordance with Section 28(e) and applicable law. 
In many cases, these determinations involve subjective judgments or approximations. We have entered 
into commission sharing arrangements (“CSAs”) with certain executing brokers (“CSA Brokers”) and a 
third-party vendor (“CSA Aggregator”) that assist us with administration of payments for Services and 
commissions. Pursuant to these arrangements, and under our supervision, the CSA Brokers and the CSA 
Aggregator track execution and Service commissions separately and pool and distribute Service credits 
to approved providers (which include, for example, executing brokerage firms or independent research 
providers (“Approved Providers”)) that provide us with Services. The CSA Aggregator also reconciles 
Service credits from trades with CSA Brokers that are payable to Approved Providers and provides other 
related administrative functions. In addition, from time-to-time certain CSA Brokers will provide us with 
proprietary research that they have developed and, upon our instruction, retain research commission 
credits as compensation for the provision of such proprietary research services. 

 
A Service received by GQG may qualify as an eligible research or brokerage service under Section 28(e), 
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but it may also have a non-investment or brokerage function or component, such as administrative or 
marketing, that is utilized by GQG. Under such circumstances, the Service will be deemed a “mixed use” 
Service, and the payment for the Service will be apportioned between hard and soft dollars. GQG will 
use soft dollars to pay only for the portion of the Service that assists us in our investment decision-making 
process as permitted by Section 28(e). GQG has an incentive to allocate the costs to uses that assist us 
in our investment decision-making process because, in such instances, such costs are paid for with client 
commissions rather than our own resources. To the extent that we receive any such “mixed use” Services, 
GQG will allocate the cost of the Services in good faith and maintain records concerning our allocations 
in order to mitigate the conflict. 

 
Brokerage for Client Referrals 

 
When selecting a broker-dealer to execute our clients’ transactions, we do not consider whether we 
or any of our related persons receive client referrals from that broker-dealer or any of its related 
entities. Best execution is our priority in selecting broker-dealers. 

 
Directed and Restricted Brokerage 

 
Some clients (including certain employees of GQG or entities that they control) may instruct us to use one 
or more particular broker-dealers (each, a “directed broker”) or may instruct us to refrain from using 
particular broker-dealers (each, a “restricted broker”) for some or all of the transactions in their accounts. 
In those cases, we will place the clients’ directed broker transactions with the directed broker rather 
than a broker-dealer that we select, and we will place the clients’ applicable restricted broker transactions 
with another broker-dealer that we select (rather than the restricted broker). Clients considering 
whether to direct us to use a particular broker or dealer should understand that their directed orders 
generally will not be aggregated with transactions of other clients. Clients who restrict us from utilizing 
a particular broker should understand that that their restricted orders will not be aggregated if we 
determine that it is in the best interest of our non-restricted clients to utilize the broker that is restricted 
for the restricted broker client. In addition, we will typically place any directed or restricted orders after 
the orders for our discretionary institutional clients who do not direct or restrict us with respect to 
brokers (“unrestricted orders”) have been placed or filled. As a result, directed and restricted orders may 
receive less favorable prices than unrestricted orders with respect to transactions in the same security 
and may not be executed as promptly. 

 
We generally will not be in a position to negotiate brokerage compensation with directed brokers. In 
directing transactions, clients will themselves be responsible for making commission arrangements and 
those commissions may often be at higher rates than the commissions paid on non-directed 
transactions. Because of these factors, clients should consider whether the overall benefits they expect 
to obtain by directing us to use particular brokers justify the disadvantages of the arrangement. Directed 
brokerage clients must provide us with their direction in writing and acknowledge that the arrangement 
prevents us from effectively negotiating brokerage compensation on their behalf or aggregating orders 
with those of other clients. 

 
In some cases, where we believe execution quality may be improved, we may cause transactions for 
directed brokerage clients to be executed by a broker-dealer other than the directed broker. In such 
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cases, the directed broker will charge its own regular commission on the transaction, which results in 
higher overall brokerage compensation than the client would have paid if we had placed the order 
directly with the directed broker; the client pays not only the directed broker’s commission but also the 
executing broker’s markup or markdown. However, it also allows the client to benefit in obtaining 
favorable prices from aggregation of the client’s transactions with those of other clients and from the 
directed broker’s expertise. We will generally use this practice only when we believe that the overall net 
price and commission, including the directed broker’s commission, will be at least as favorable to the 
client as it would be if orders were placed directly with directed brokers. However, there can be no 
assurance that each directed brokerage client’s net price and commission on each transaction will always 
be more favorable. 

 
In addition, as noted above, clients may impose restrictions related to GQG’s receipt of Services in 
connection with trading on behalf of their accounts, which may have the effect of requiring the use of 
“execution-only” commission rates for their accounts and will impact the selection of brokers and timing 
of transactions under certain circumstances. Clients imposing restrictions of this nature should 
understand that (i) some of their transactions will not be aggregated with similar transactions being 
placed for our unrestricted discretionary institutional client accounts, (ii) these transactions will typically 
be placed after the comparable transactions for unrestricted discretionary institutional accounts have 
been placed (as described below) and (iii) the pricing obtained for any such transactions may not be as 
favorable as the pricing obtained for comparable transactions made by GQG for certain other clients. 

 
Where we believe that trading directly in local markets on foreign exchanges is more likely to provide 
best execution and/or a higher degree of liquidity, we may directly place trades on local (foreign) 
exchanges and either arrange for the securities to be held locally as ordinary shares (ORDs) or convert the 
shares to American Depositary Receipts (ADRs). For example, we may purchase ordinary shares of non-
U.S. companies that trade on a foreign exchange (ORDs) and arrange for these ordinary shares to be 
converted into ADRs, which are traded in the United States but represent a specified number of shares 
in a foreign company. Similarly, for a sale, we may arrange for the ADRs to be converted to ORDs in order 
to sell the shares in foreign markets. In these situations, clients may pay ADR conversion fees and related 
costs in addition to standard brokerage commissions or fees. 

 
Trade Aggregation, Allocation and Order 

 
Although each client account is individually managed, we often purchase and/or sell the same securities 
for several accounts at the same time. When practicable, we aggregate contemporaneous transactions 
in the same securities for clients. When we do so, we allocate the resulting securities or proceeds (and 
related transaction expenses) to participating accounts on an average price basis. We believe that 
combining orders in this way is advantageous to all participants. However, the average price resulting 
from any particular aggregated transaction could be less advantageous to a particular client than if the 
client had been the only account effecting the transaction or had had its transactions completed before 
those of other clients. 

 
If we are unable to fully execute an aggregated transaction, we will typically allocate such securities on a 
pro rata basis among the accounts participating in the transaction. Whenever a pro rata allocation may 
not be reasonable (such as an account receiving odd lots or de minimis amounts, i.e., less than 10% of 
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the pre-trade allocation), we may reallocate the order in a manner that is deemed fair and equitable by 
GQG. 

 
Despite the advantages that can arise from aggregation of orders, in many cases we are not able to 
aggregate orders for all clients for which we seek to buy or sell the same security. For example, as 
described above, a client’s directed brokerage instruction or brokerage restriction may prevent us from 
aggregating their transactions with transactions executed for other clients with a broker-dealer that we 
choose for best execution purposes. In addition, as described above, we will typically direct orders for 
advisory accounts associated with wrap or dual contract programs to the Program broker because there 
is no separate, or a reduced, charge for trade execution for such accounts. 

 
From time-to-time, GQG may seek to purchase securities offered in an IPO or secondary offering for one 
or more of its discretionary client accounts. Owing to individual client guidelines and/or eligibility 
restrictions, such securities may not be suitable or appropriate for all client accounts, and we do not seek 
to purchase securities offered in an IPO or secondary offering for managed account program accounts. 
GQG will seek to ensure that participating clients are treated fairly in connection with such offerings over 
time. Generally, when determining if an IPO or secondary offering is suitable for a client account, GQG 
will consider the client’s investment strategy and relevant investment guidelines (if any) along with the 
account’s existing issuer, industry and/or country exposures and available cash. If GQG is allocated a 
smaller number of shares than requested, the shares actually received will generally be allocated among 
the participating accounts on a pro-rata basis, subject to the considerations noted above, which may 
result in shares being allocated in a different manner. For example, if GQG does not receive a full 
allocation of shares, it may determine to allocate the shares actually received to a subset of the original 
list of participating accounts based on a determination that the available holding size is more suitable 
for that particular subset of Employee Accounts. 
 
For purposes of determining the order in which trades will be placed for our discretionary accounts (and, 
in the case of our non-discretionary accounts, the timing of communicating our trade 
recommendations), we generally classify clients in one of the following four groups.  Each group may 
include one or more Employee Accounts. 
 
• Unrestricted Institutional (i.e., discretionary institutional clients, including pooled investment 

vehicles, that do not direct or restrict GQG with respect to its selection of brokers; 
• Directed/Restricted Institutional (i.e., discretionary institutional clients that direct GQG to place 

trades with one or more specified brokers and/or restrict GQG’s use of specific brokers); 
• Managed Account Program Retail and Non-Discretionary Retail (i.e., separately managed accounts 

offered in connection with wrap, dual contract or similar programs and sponsors of model-
portfolio programs for retail investors); and 

• Non-Discretionary Institutional (i.e., non-discretionary institutional clients to which GQG delivers 
a model portfolio).  
 

When trade execution orders or trade recommendations are applicable to more than one of these 
groups, GQG typically follows the approach described below: 
 
• For trades that are not applicable to the Managed Account Program Retail and Non-Discretionary 
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Retail group, the trading team will model account trades and conduct pre-trade compliance checks 
for the Unrestricted Institutional group and any account in the Directed/Restricted Institutional 
group for which the account’s broker restriction is not applicable to one or more executing 
brokers.  After the pre-trade compliance checks are completed and the trades are confirmed by 
the investment team, the trading team will send the trades for these accounts to one or more 
executing brokers.  
 

• For trades that are applicable to the Unrestricted Institutional group and the Managed Account 
Program Retail and Non-Discretionary Retail group, the GQG trading team will initiate the 
following trading processes.  These processes will begin at the same time and progress 
concurrently.  The processes are independent of each other, and each process may take more or 
less time to complete depending on the complexity of the trade instructions, time of trade, 
number of brokers involved and other factors. 

 
o The trading team will model the trades for the Managed Account Program Retail and Non-

Discretionary Retail accounts and then communicate the trades to GQG’s third-party 
service provider, which will proceed to communicate the trades to executing brokers 
and/or clients in the Managed Account Program Retail and Non-Discretionary Retail group.  
In communicating trades to executing brokers and/or clients in the Managed Account 
Program Retail and Non-Discretionary Retail group, the third-party service provider follows 
a sequential up rotation schedule (i.e., the prior 1st recipient becomes the last recipient, 
the prior 2nd recipient becomes the 1st, the 3rd becomes the 2nd, etc.) with respect to the 
recipients in the client group for which the trades are intended.  
 

o The trading team will follow the approach described above with respect to trades for the 
Unrestricted Institutional group and any account in the Directed/Restricted Institutional 
group for which the account’s broker restriction is not applicable.   

 
• If there are any remaining trades for the Directed/Restricted Institutional group, such trades will 

be sent to one or more executing brokers after the transactions for the Unrestricted Institutional 
group and any account in the Directed/Restricted Institutional group for which the broker 
restriction is not applicable have been sent. 

 
• Finally, after the close of trading on the New York Stock Exchange, we will communicate 

corresponding trade recommendations to clients in the Non-Discretionary Institutional 
group.  These recommendations will reflect the trades executed that day for a representative 
account in the Unrestricted Institutional or Directed/Restricted Institutional group using the 
particular strategy. 

 
Due to specific account restrictions and/or trading arrangements, trading for certain accounts may 
take place after the completion of the foregoing trade order process. 

 
Clients should be aware that the pricing obtained for transactions filled after corresponding transactions 
have been filled for one or more of the other client groups may be different than the pricing for other client 
groups and may be less advantageous. Further, in the case of the Managed Account Program Retail and 



32  

Non-Discretionary Retail client group, the pricing obtained may be different among clients in the group 
depending on the client’s position in the rotation schedule followed by the service provider, as well as the 
trade execution processes of the executing brokers for clients in the group. 

 
Further, clients should be aware that we may simultaneously determine to transact in an issuer’s equity 
securities and depositary receipts representing such securities (including ADRs and GDRs) for client 
accounts pursuing different strategies (e.g., the Global Equity Strategy and the Global Equity ADR 
Strategy). These transactions will be treated as separate trade orders, and, depending on the timing of 
any given order and the relevant trading hours for the particular securities being traded, the trading in 
depositary receipts may take place after the trading in local shares or vice versa. For example, we may 
determine to sell (i) local shares of a particular foreign security that is held in accounts pursuing the Global 
Equity Strategy and (ii) the comparable depositary receipts held in accounts pursuing the Global Equity 
ADR Strategy at a time when the relevant foreign market is open and the U.S. market is closed. Under 
such circumstances, the foreign market trade order will likely be communicated before the trade order 
in depositary receipts. Execution prices can vary depending on the order in which such transactions are 
effected, and it is possible the price received for the sale of depositary receipts may be negatively impacted 
by the trading in the local shares. Similarly, if we were to place purchase orders for local shares of a 
foreign security for accounts pursuing the Global Equity Strategy prior to placing purchase orders for 
comparable depositary receipts in the Global Equity ADR Strategy, the purchase price paid for the 
depositary receipts may be higher as a result of the purchase activity in the local shares. 

 
As noted above, transactions for separate accounts in which our employees have an ownership interest 
(Employee Accounts) are generally placed in accordance with the same trade aggregation, allocation and 
rotation procedures that apply to all of our other client accounts, except that for certain Employee 
Accounts, GQG will typically place the trades after comparable trades have been placed for other client 
accounts. See Item 11. Code of Ethics, Participation or Interest in Client Transactions and Personal 
Trading, above. 

 
Trade Errors 

 
Trade errors and other operational mistakes (collectively, “errors”) occasionally occur in connection with 
our management of client accounts. For example, errors may occur in the investment decision-making 
process (e.g., a purchase of a security or amount of a security that violates a client’s investment 
restrictions), in the trading process (e.g., a buy order executed as a sell order) or in the trade settlement 
and reconciliation process. As a matter of policy, we correct errors as soon as practicable after they are 
discovered. Not all errors are compensable errors. Subject to our legal and contractual obligations, we 
typically do not assume any costs associated with correcting an error if we were not at fault with respect 
to causing the error and/or if the error was caused by a third party for which we are not responsible. 
 
Item 13. Review of Accounts 

 
GQG typically manages accounts following a particular investment strategy in a substantially similar 
manner. The portfolio managers for the strategy are responsible for making the day-to-day portfolio 
management determinations for the strategy and regularly review strategy holdings. In general, once a 
buy-sell determination is made for a particular strategy, the transaction is implemented across all of the 



33  

accounts pursuing the particular strategy, unless client circumstances, restrictions and/or guidelines 
dictate a different result. Our portfolio managers regularly review strategy holdings. 

 
All portfolios are monitored to ensure compliance with the respective prospectus, offering document or 
client investment management agreement governing the account relationship. Our monitoring process, 
which is overseen by the compliance department, is intended to ensure that all accounts are managed 
in accordance with applicable investment guidelines and restrictions. Any noted exceptions are 
communicated to the investment team, which works with the compliance department to resolve any 
issues. 

 
For clients that contract directly with GQG, account reviews will be triggered if a client notifies GQG of 
any changes in its investment objectives or changes to its governing documents that impact its investment 
approach. Such clients are encouraged to discuss their needs, goals and objectives with us and to keep 
us informed of any changes in their financial circumstances or investment needs. Participants in 
managed account programs generally interact with the third-party investment adviser associated with 
the program, and account reviews are typically conducted by the adviser in accordance with the 
sponsor’s procedures. In many cases GQG’s ability to communicate directly, on its own initiative, with 
program participants, is limited and typically must be conducted through the program sponsor. 

 
For clients that contract directly with GQG (other than dual contract program clients), we provide a written 
customized appraisal or report that includes information such as portfolio evaluation, account holdings, 
asset allocation and current yield at least quarterly. Clients are provided account statements directly by 
their chosen custodian on at least a quarterly basis. Confirmation of security purchases and sales are 
typically provided to clients directly by their respective custodians within a few of days of each 
transaction. Managed account program sponsors typically provide program participants with regular 
quarterly reports. The content and timing of those reports are determined by the program sponsor, and 
they usually include account holdings and performance information, among other things. GQG does not 
provide regular reporting to dual contract program clients. 

 
Item 14. Client Referrals and Other Compensation 

 
We do not receive any economic benefit from someone who is not a client for providing investment 
advisory services to our clients. 

 
We compensate various firms, including certain affiliates, for non-U.S. distribution and referral services. 
Third-party referral agents may receive a percentage of the advisory fee paid to us by clients who are 
solicited pursuant to written agreements between us and the particular referral agent. Compensation 
paid to affiliated referral agents is based on the expenses incurred by the affiliated referral agent in 
connection with the referral activity. 
 
Item 15. Custody 

 
All of our clients’ accounts are held in custody by broker-dealers or banks that are not affiliated with us. 
If authorized by a client, our advisory fees may be billed directly to and paid from the client’s account. 
When a client contractually grants GQG the authority to deduct fees directly from the client’s custodial 
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account by directly invoicing the custodian, GQG may be deemed to have custody under SEC rules. 
Account custodians generally provide statements directly to the account owners on at least a quarterly 
basis. Clients should carefully review their account custodians’ statements and should compare these 
statements to any account information we provide. Any client with a question or concern arising from 
any such comparison should notify GQG and/or the custodian immediately. 

 

Item 16. Investment Discretion 
 

We have investment discretion over most clients’ accounts. Our discretionary authority is set forth in a 
written investment management agreement between each client and us. Clients can place reasonable 
restrictions on our investment discretion. For example, a client may ask us not to buy securities issued by 
companies in certain industries, or not to sell certain securities where the client has a particularly low-
tax basis. Any guidelines or restrictions applicable to an account are typically set forth in the client’s 
investment management agreement or related investment policy statement and/or investment 
guidelines. We also provide non-discretionary advice to some clients, pursuant to written agreements, 
such as those with third-party sponsors of model-portfolio programs.  
 

Item 17. Voting Client Securities 
 

We vote proxies of companies owned by clients who have granted us voting authority. Clients may choose 
not to give us proxy voting authority. In accordance with our fiduciary duty to clients and in compliance 
with Rule 206(4)-6 of the Advisers Act, we have adopted and implemented written policies and procedures 
governing the voting of client securities where we have this authority. All proxies that we receive are 
treated in accordance with these policies and procedures. We have retained Institutional Shareholder 
Services, Inc. (our “voting agent”), an unaffiliated third-party entity, to assist with proxy voting. 
Institutional Shareholder Services, Inc. executes proxy voting elections made in accordance with GQG’s 
proxy voting policies and procedures, retains proxy voting records and provides informational services 
and voting recommendations to assist GQG. 

 
Our policy is to vote proxies in the interest of maximizing value for our clients. To that end, we will vote 
in a way that we believe is most likely to further the economic value of each investment for its expected 
holding period. We supplement guidance from our voting agent with our evaluation of client proxies, as 
necessary. 

 
Our procedures are reasonably designed to assure that we vote every eligible share with the exception 
of shares domiciled in share blocking countries and certain ordinary shares in foreign markets. Share 
blocking countries restrict share transactions for various periods surrounding the meeting date. We have 
taken the position that share liquidity generally has a higher value than the vote and usually do not vote 
shares subject to transaction restrictions. Some international markets require special powers of attorney 
to vote certain ordinary shares. These markets are few and our ordinary share holdings relatively modest 
when weighed against the onerous documentation requirements and generally we have determined not 
to attempt to qualify our proxy votes for these shares. 
 
Our proxy voting procedures address potential conflicts of interest in connection with voting proxies. 
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Such a conflict could arise if, for example, the company issuing proxies was affiliated with a client of ours. 
Any material conflict between our interests and those of a client will be resolved in the best interests of 
our client. In the event we become aware of such a conflict, we will (a) disclose the conflict and obtain 
the client’s consent before voting its shares, (b) vote in accordance with a pre-determined policy based 
on the independent analysis and recommendation of our voting agent or (c) make other voting 
arrangements consistent with our fiduciary obligations. 

 
A copy of our proxy voting policies and procedures, as well as specific information about how we have 
voted in the past, is available upon written request. Upon written request, clients also can take 
responsibility for voting their own proxies or can give us instructions about how to vote their respective 
shares. For clients retaining responsibility to vote their own proxies, the clients must arrange with their 
custodian to ensure they receive applicable proxies. 

 

Item 18. Financial Information 
 

We have never filed for bankruptcy and are not aware of any financial condition that is reasonably likely 
to impair our ability to meet contractual commitments to our clients. 
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This brochure supplement provides information about Rajiv Jain that supplements the GQG 
Partners LLC (GQG Partners) brochure (Form ADV Part 2A). You should have received a copy of 
that brochure. Please contact GQG Partners’ Chief Compliance Officer at the number listed above 
if you did not receive the GQG Partners brochure or if you have any questions about the contents 
of this supplement. 

 
Investment Adviser Brochure Supplement  
ITEM 2: EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND AND BUSINESS EXPERIENCE 
 
Rajiv Jain is the Chairman and Chief Investment Officer (CIO) of GQG Partners and serves as a 
portfolio manager for all of GQG Partners’ investment strategies. Mr. Jain founded GQG Partners 
as Chairman and CIO in June 2016. 
 
Mr. Jain has over 30 years of investment experience. Prior to founding GQG Partners, Mr. Jain 
served as a Co-Chief Executive Officer (from July 2014) and Chief Investment Officer and Head of 
Equities and Portfolio Manager of International Equities (from February 2002) at Vontobel Asset 
Management, Inc. (Vontobel), where he was formerly its Senior Vice President and Global Head 
of Equities. He joined Vontobel as a co-portfolio manager of Emerging Markets Equities and 
International Equities in November 1994. Prior to that, Mr. Jain was an International Equity 
Analyst at Swiss Bank Corporation from 1993 to 1994. Mr. Jain earned an M.B.A. in Finance and 
International Business from the University of Miami in 1993. 
 
ITEM 3: DISCIPLINARY INFORMATION 
 
Registered investment advisers are required to disclose all material facts regarding any legal or 
disciplinary events that would be material to a client’s evaluation of each supervised person 
providing investment advice. There is no disciplinary information to report for Mr. Jain. 
 
ITEM 4: OTHER BUSINESS ACTIVITES 
 
There are no other additional business activities to disclose. 

http://www.gqgpartners.com/


ITEM 5: ADDITIONAL COMPENSATION 
 

There is no additional compensation to disclose. 
 

ITEM 6: SUPERVISION 
 

The person responsible for supervising Mr. Jain’s advisory activities on behalf of the firm is Tim 
Carver, the firm’s Chief Executive Officer. Mr. Carver and the firm’s Chief Compliance Officer 
(Sal DiGangi) can be reached at (754) 218-5500. Mr. Jain participates as a member of the firm’s 
Risk Committee, which meets quarterly and reviews investment strategy performance and 
related matters. GQG Partners has policies procedures, software systems and other controls 
that are designed to ensure that client accounts are managed in accordance with client 
investment guidelines, contractual obligations and applicable laws and regulations. 

 
ITEM 7: REQUIREMENTS FOR STATE-REGISTERED ADVISERS 

 
This item is not applicable because GQG Partners is registered with the U.S. Securities and 
Exchange Commission and not with any state. 
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This brochure supplement provides information about Brian Kersmanc that supplements the GQG 
Partners LLC (GQG Partners) brochure (Form ADV Part 2A). You should have received a copy of 
that brochure. Please contact GQG Partners’ Chief Compliance Officer at the number listed above 
if you did not receive the GQG Partners brochure or if you have any questions about the contents 
of this supplement. 

 
 Investment Adviser Brochure Supplement  
ITEM 2: EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND AND BUSINESS EXPERIENCE 
 
Brian Kersmanc has been a senior investment analyst on the investment team since he joined 
the firm in 2016. Mr. Kersmanc was deputy portfolio manager for GQG Partners’ International 
Equity strategy from 2019 through June 2022, and, effective July 1, 2022, serves as a portfolio 
manager for all of GQG Partners’ investment strategies. 
 
Prior to joining GQG Partners, Mr. Kersmanc spent six years at Jennison Associates, where he 
served most recently as an analyst on Small/Midcap Equity Research team, focusing on a wide 
array of sectors from real estate equities including building products manufacturers, title 
insurers, and home builders to industrials competing in the aerospace and automotive end 
markets. Prior to Jennison, Mr. Kersmanc began his career at Brown Brothers Harriman in 
2008. Mr. Kersmanc earned his MBA at Rutgers University and his BA in Economics from the 
University of Connecticut. 
 
ITEM 3: DISCIPLINARY INFORMATION 
 
Registered investment advisers are required to disclose all material facts regarding any legal or 
disciplinary events that would be material to a client’s evaluation of each supervised person 
providing investment advice. There is no disciplinary information to report for Mr. Kersmanc. 
 
ITEM 4: OTHER BUSINESS ACTIVITES 
 
There are no other additional business activities to disclose. 

http://www.gqgpartners.com/
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ITEM 5: ADDITIONAL COMPENSATION 
 

There is no additional compensation to disclose. 
 

ITEM 6: SUPERVISION 
 

The person responsible for supervising Mr. Kersmanc’s advisory activities on behalf of the firm 
is Rajiv Jain, the firm’s Chairman and Chief Investment Officer. Mr. Jain and the firm’s Chief 
Compliance Officer (Sal DiGangi) can be reached at (754) 218-5500. GQG Partners has policies 
procedures, software systems and other controls that are designed to ensure that client 
accounts are managed in accordance with client investment guidelines, contractual obligations 
and applicable laws and regulations. 

 
ITEM 7: REQUIREMENTS FOR STATE-REGISTERED ADVISERS 

 
This item is not applicable because GQG Partners is registered with the U.S. Securities and Exchange 
Commission and not with any state. 
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This brochure supplement provides information about Sudarshan Murthy that supplements the 
GQG Partners LLC (GQG Partners) brochure (Form ADV Part 2A). You should have received a copy 
of that brochure. Please contact GQG Partners’ Chief Compliance Officer at the number listed 
above if you did not receive the GQG Partners brochure or if you have any questions about the 
contents of this supplement. 

 
 Investment Adviser Brochure Supplement  
ITEM 2: EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND AND BUSINESS EXPERIENCE 
 
Sudarshan Murthy has been a senior investment analyst on the investment team since he 
joined the firm in 2016. Mr. Murthy was deputy portfolio manager for GQG Partners’ 
Emerging Markets Equity strategy from 2019 through June 2022 and, effective July 1, 2022, 
serves as a portfolio manager for all of GQG Partners’ investment strategies. 
 
Prior to joining GQG Partners, Mr. Murthy was a generalist analyst in Asian equities at 
Matthews International Capital from 2011 to 2016 and a sell-side research associate at 
Sanford C. Bernstein from 2010 to 2011. Earlier in his career, he held various operational roles 
in the IT services industry, including at Infosys from 2001 to 2006 where he was assistant to 
the Chairman of the Board and was instrumental in starting the company’s life sciences 
business. Mr. Murthy earned an MBA from The Wharton School of Business at the University 
of Pennsylvania, where he graduated as a Palmer Scholar (top 5% of graduating class). He also 
received a Post Graduate Diploma in Management from the Indian Institute of Management, 
Calcutta and a Bachelor of Engineering from the National Institute of Technology, Surathkal, 
in India. Mr. Murthy is a CFA charterholder. 
 
ITEM 3: DISCIPLINARY INFORMATION 
 
Registered investment advisers are required to disclose all material facts regarding any lega  
or disciplinary events that would be material to a client’s evaluation of each supervised person 
providing investment advice. There is no disciplinary information to report for Mr. Murthy. 
 
 
 

http://www.gqgpartners.com/
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ITEM 4: OTHER BUSINESS ACTIVITES 
 
There are no other additional business activities to disclose. 
 
ITEM 5: ADDITIONAL COMPENSATION 
 
There is no additional compensation to disclose. 
 
ITEM 6: SUPERVISION 
 
The person responsible for supervising Mr. Murthy’s advisory activities on behalf of the firm 
is Rajiv Jain, the firm’s Chairman and Chief Investment Officer. Mr. Jain and the firm’s Chief 
Compliance Officer (Sal DiGangi) can be reached at (754) 218-5500. GQG Partners has policies 
procedures, software systems and other controls that are designed to ensure that client 
accounts are managed in accordance with client investment guidelines, contractual 
obligations and applicable laws and regulations. 
 
ITEM 7: REQUIREMENTS FOR STATE-REGISTERED ADVISERS 
 
This item is not applicable because GQG Partners is registered with the U.S. Securities and 
Exchange Commission and not with any state. 
 

 



GQG PARTNERS PRIVACY POLICY 

Last Updated:  December 21, 2023  

This Privacy Policy explains how GQG Partners LLC and its subsidiaries and affiliated companies (“GQG,” 

“we,” or “us”) collect, use, and disclose information about you. This Privacy Policy applies when you use 

our investment management services, websites, mobile applications, and other products and services 

(collectively, our “Services”), contact our customer service team, engage with us on social media, 

participate in one of our contests, sweepstakes, promotions, or surveys, attend one of our events, or 

otherwise interact with us. 

We may change this Privacy Policy from time to time. If we make changes, we will notify you by revising 

the date at the top of this policy and, in some cases, we may provide you with additional notice (such as 

adding a statement to our website or sending you a notification). We encourage you to review this 

Privacy Policy regularly to stay informed about our information practices and the choices available to 

you. 

For residents of the European Economic Area, Switzerland, and the United Kingdom, please review this 

Privacy Policy and also refer to GQG’s Privacy Notice for Residents of the European Economic Area, 

Switzerland, and the United Kingdom GDPR Privacy Notice for additional information relevant to you. 

If you are a resident of the United States and have an individual account or begin the process of creating 

an individual account with us, you can also review our U.S. Financial Privacy Notice for a summary of our 

practices with respect to nonpublic personal information we collect about you. The U.S. Financial 

Privacy Notice is provided as an alternative way to read about our practices with respect to that 

information and does not supplement or supersede this Privacy Policy in any way. 

On certain occasions, we may provide supplemental privacy notices that provide additional information 

about the personal information we collect and process, e.g. for job applicants. Those supplemental 

notices should be read together with this Privacy Policy and any geographic-specific privacy notices. 

  

https://gqg.com/gdpr-privacy-policy/
https://gqg.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/GQG-GLBA-Notice.pdf
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COLLECTION OF INFORMATION 

Information You Provide to Us 

We collect information you provide directly to us. For example, you share information directly with us 

when you solicit our investment advice and investment management services, create an account, fill out 

a form or survey, use our online tools, sign up to receive our emails or other correspondence, 

communicate with us via third-party platforms, participate in a sweepstake, contest, or promotion, 

request customer support, register for an event, or otherwise communicate with us. The types of 

personal information we may collect include your name, email address, physical address, phone 

number, unique identifiers, citizenship, social security number, login credentials, banking information, 

income and source of wealth, company name, investor type, location and preferences, user preferences, 

personal comments or feedback, age, sex, and any other information you choose to provide. 

Information We Collect Automatically When You Interact with Us 

When you access or use our Services, we automatically collect certain information, including: 

• Device and Usage Information: We collect information about how you access our Services, 

including data about the device and network you use, such as your hardware model, operating 

system version, mobile network, IP address, unique device identifiers, browser type, and app 



version. We also collect information about your activity on our Services, such as access times, 

visit duration, pages viewed, links clicked, country of access, and the page you visited before 

navigating to our Services. 
• Information Collected by Cookies and Similar Tracking Technologies: We (and our service 

providers) use tracking technologies, such as cookies and web beacons, to collect information 

about you. Cookies are small data files stored on your hard drive or in device memory that help 

us improve our Services and your experience, see which areas and features of our Services are 

popular, and count visits. Web beacons (also known as “pixel tags” or “clear GIFs”) are electronic 

images that we use on our Services and in our emails to help deliver cookies, count visits, and 

understand usage and campaign effectiveness. For more information about cookies and how to 

disable them, see our Cookie Policy and the Your Choices section below. 

Information We Collect from Other Sources 

We obtain information from third-party and public sources. For example, we may collect information 

about you from data analytics providers, data aggregators, social networks, including name, email, 

address, phone number, professional licenses, professional designations, location and investor type; 

brokerage firms, including trade confirmations; identity verification providers that provide “know your 

customer” services; and the third parties described under Disclosure of Information below. 

Information We Derive 

We may derive information or draw inferences about you based on the information we collect. For 

example, we may make inferences about your location based on your IP address or infer your 

preferences based on past engagements and information you submit to us. 

Information We Collect under Law 

Some of the personal information we collect as described above is collected by us in connection with 

legal requirements such as the Foreign Account Tax Compliance Act (FATCA), Common Reporting 

Standard (CRS), anti-money laundering and counter-terrorism financing acts, corporations acts and 

income tax acts and other tax laws. 

  

https://gqg.com/cookie-policy/


 

USE OF INFORMATION 

We use the information we collect to provide, maintain, and improve our investment management 

services, as well as the rest of our Services. We also use the information we collect to: 

• Personalize and improve your experience with our Services; 
• Determine what type of investor you are; 
• Communicate with you about products, services, and events offered by GQG and others and 

provide news, opinions and information that we think will interest you (see the Your 

Choices section below for information about how to opt out of these communications at any 

time); 
• Monitor and analyze trends, usage, and activities in connection with our Services; 
• Respond to your comments and questions and provide customer service; 
• Personalize the advertisements you see on third-party platforms and websites (for more 

information, see the Advertising and Analytics section below); 
• Facilitate contests, sweepstakes, and promotions and process and deliver entries and rewards; 
• Detect, investigate, and prevent security incidents and other malicious, deceptive, fraudulent, or 

illegal activity and protect the rights and property of GQG and others; 
• Send you technical notices, security alerts, and support and administrative messages; 
• Debug to identify and repair errors in our Services; 
• Comply with our legal and financial obligations, and exercise and defend our legal rights; and 
• Carry out any other purpose described to you at the time the information was collected. 

We may not be able to do the things described in this section if we are unable to collect certain personal 

information. For example, we may not be able to communicate with you, provide services to you or grant 

you access to certain parts of our website. 

  



 

DISCLOSURE OF INFORMATION 

We disclose personal information in the following circumstances or as otherwise described in this 

policy:  

• We may disclose your personal information to investment and financial services providers as 

part of providing our Services. 
• We may also disclose personal information to other vendors, service providers, and consultants 

that need access to personal information in order to perform services for us, such as companies 

that assist us with web hosting, website analytics, data storage, customer retention, 

administering surveys, processing transactions, creating and maintaining customer accounts, 

fraud prevention, customer service, and marketing and advertising. 
• We may disclose personal information if we believe that disclosure is in accordance with, or 

required by, any applicable law or legal process, including lawful requests by public authorities 

to meet national security or law enforcement requirements. 
• We may disclose personal information if we believe that your actions are inconsistent with our 

user agreements or policies, if we believe that you have violated the law, or if we believe it is 

necessary to protect the rights, property, and safety of GQG, our customers, the public, or others. 
• We disclose personal information to our lawyers and other professional advisors where 

necessary to obtain advice or otherwise protect and manage our business interests. 
• We may disclose personal information in connection with, or during negotiations concerning, 

any merger, sale of company assets, financing, or acquisition of all or a portion of our business 

by another company. 
• Personal information is disclosed between and among GQG and our current and future parents, 

affiliates, and subsidiaries and other companies under common control and ownership. 
• We may disclose personal information with your joint investors, representatives, agents and 

advisors. 
• We disclose personal information with your consent or at your direction. 

We also disclose aggregated, anonymized, or de-identified information that cannot reasonably be used 

to identify you. 



ADVERTISING AND ANALYTICS  

We allow others to provide analytics services on our behalf across the web and in mobile apps. These 

entities may use cookies, web beacons, device identifiers, and other technologies to collect information 

about your use of our Services and other websites and applications, including your IP address, web 

browser, mobile network information, pages viewed, time spent on pages or in mobile apps, links 

clicked, and conversion information. This information may be used by GQG and others to, among other 

things, analyze and track data, determine the popularity of certain content, and better understand your 

online activity. 

We also work with third parties to serve ads to you as part of customized campaigns on third-party 

platforms (such as LinkedIn). As part of these ad campaigns, we or the third-party platforms may 

convert information about you, such as your email address and phone number, into a unique value that 

can be matched with a user account on these platforms to allow us to learn about your interests and 

serve you advertising that is customized to your interests. Note that the third-party platforms may offer 

you choices about whether you see these types of customized ads. 

TRANSFER OF INFORMATION TO THE UNITED STATES AND OTHER COUNTRIES 

GQG is headquartered in the United States, and we have operations and service providers in the United 

States, United Kingdom, Australia and other countries. Therefore, we and our service providers may 

transfer your personal information to, or store or access it in, jurisdictions that may not provide levels of 

data protection that are equivalent to those of your home jurisdiction. We will take steps as appropriate 

in the circumstances to ensure that your personal information receives an adequate level of protection 

in the jurisdictions in which we process it. 

STORAGE AND SECURITY OF INFORMATION 

We implement measures designed to protect personal information, including – depending on the 

circumstances – electronic access controls, premises security and network firewalls. We hold personal 

information electronically and in hard copy form, both at our own premises and with the assistance of 

our service providers. 



YOUR CHOICES 

Account Information 

You may update and correct personal information we hold about you at any time by logging into your 

account (for certain account information) or emailing your request to us at 

privacy@gqgpartners.com.  Where Australia’s Privacy Act applies (e.g. where personal information is 

held by our Australian subsidiary, which processes personal information of Australian residents), you 

may also access personal information we hold about you by emailing your request to us at 

privacy@gqgpartners.com. We will provide our reasons if we deny any request for updating of (or 

access to, under Australia’s Privacy Act) personal information. Where we decide not to make a requested 

correction to your personal information and you disagree, you may ask us to note your requested 

correction with the information. 

If you wish to delete your account, please email us at privacy@gqgpartners.com   from the email address 

connected to your account and with the subject line “Delete My Account.” Note that we may retain 

certain information as required by law or for our legitimate business purposes. 

Cookies 

Most web browsers are set to accept cookies by default. If you prefer, you can usually adjust your 

browser settings to remove or reject browser cookies. Please note that removing or rejecting cookies 

could affect the availability and functionality of our Services. For more information about cookies and 

how to disable them, see our Cookie Policy. 

Communications Preferences 

You may opt out of receiving promotional emails from GQG by following the instructions in those 

communications. If you opt out, we may still send you non-promotional emails, such as those about your 

account or our ongoing business relations. 

Mobile Push Notifications 

With your consent, we may send push notifications to your mobile device. You can deactivate these 

messages at any time by changing the notification settings on your mobile device. 

mailto:privacy@gqgpartners.com
mailto:privacy@gqgpartners.com
mailto:privacy@gqgpartners.com
https://gqg.com/cookie-policy/


YOUR CALIFORNIA PRIVACY RIGHTS  

The California Consumer Privacy Act or “CCPA” (Cal. Civ. Code § 1798.100 et seq.) requires us to explain 

some information using certain definitions and categories set out in that law. If you are a California 

resident, this section applies to you and describes our data practices today and in the preceding 12 

months. 

Additional Disclosures 

We collect the following categories of personal information: identifiers, information (other than 

identifiers) subject to Cal. Civ. Code § 1798.80(e) (e.g., banking information), commercial information 

(including business partner personnel information and contact information), internet or other electronic 

network activity information, professional or employment-related information, and inferences. For 

details about the precise data points we collect and the categories of sources of such collection, please 

see the Collection of Information section above.  

We collect personal information for the business and commercial purposes described in the Use of 

Information section above.  

We have disclosed personal information for the business and commercial purposes described in the 

Disclosure of Information section above. Specifically, we have disclosed the following categories of 

personal information to the following categories of recipients: 

Category of Personal Information Categories of Recipients 

Identifiers 

Data storage providers 
Customer relationship management providers 
Analytics providers 
Advertising and marketing providers 
Survey providers 
Investment and financial services provider 
Customer service providers 
Digital event providers 

Information (other than identifiers) subject to Cal. 
Civ. Code § 1798.80(e) (e.g., banking information) 

Data storage providers 
Customer relationship management providers 
Analytics providers 
Advertising and marketing providers 
Investment and financial services provider 



Commercial information (including business 
partner personnel information and contact 
information) 

Data storage providers 
Customer relationship management providers 
Analytics providers 
Advertising and marketing providers 
Investment and financial services provider 

Internet or other electronic network activity 
information 

Data storage providers 
Analytics providers 
Advertising and marketing providers 
Customer service providers 

Professional or employment-related information 

Data storage providers 
Customer relationship management providers 
Analytics providers 
Advertising and marketing providers 
Survey providers 
Investment and financial services provider 
Digital event providers 

Inferences 

Data storage providers 
Customer relationship management providers 
Analytics providers 
Advertising and marketing providers 
Survey providers 
Investment and financial services providers 

Some of our advertising and marketing activities related to business contact information may constitute 

“sharing” or “selling” under California law. We do not “share” or “sell” our customers’ personal 

information. We only “share” or “sell” business contact information about certain business partners for 

the commercial purpose of building a database across investment managers and brokers. In the 

preceding 12 months, we have “shared” or “sold” the following categories of personal information from 

certain business partners to the following categories of third parties: 

Category of Personal Information Category of Third Parties 
Identifiers Asset management solution providers 

Professional or employment-related information Asset management solution providers 

We do not knowingly sell personal information about individuals under the age of 16. 

We store personal information for as long as necessary to carry out the purposes for which we originally 

collected it and for other business purposes explained in this Privacy Policy. 



Your Privacy Rights 

The business partners whose information we may have “shared” or “sold” have the right to opt out of the 

“sharing” or “sale” of their information at any time by submitting a “Do Not Sell or Share My Personal 

Information” request by completing this form GQG CCPA Request Form and emailing it to 

privacy@gqgpartners.com  or by calling 1-833-904-9090. You can also opt out by visiting our Services 

with a legally-recognized universal choice signal enabled (such as the Global Privacy Control). Please 

note that, depending on which legally-recognized opt-out preference signal you use and whether you are 

logged into your account with us, our processing of the signal may be limited to the specific browser or 

device that you are using. You may need to renew your opt-out choice if you use a different browser or 

device to access our Services, or if you clear your cookies.  

Subject to certain limitations, you have the right to (1) request to know more about the categories and 

specific pieces of personal information we collect, use, and disclose, including in a portable format, (2) 

request deletion of your personal information, (3) request correction of inaccurate personal 

information, and (4) opt out of any “sharing” or “sales” of your personal information that may be 

occurring.. You may make these requests by calling 1-833-904-9090 or completing this form GQG CCPA 

Request Form and emailing it to privacy@gqgpartners.com. We will verify your request by asking you to 

provide certain identifying information, such as your name, email address, phone number, or company. 

We will not discriminate against you if you exercise your rights under the CCPA. 

If you are submitting a rights request as an authorized agent, you are required to submit proof of your 

authorization to make the request, such as a valid power of attorney or proof that you have signed 

permission from the individual who is the subject of the request. Please do not provide any sensitive 

personal information in connection with this request, such as a driver's license or other government-

issued ID. In some cases, we may contact the individual who is the subject of the request to verify his or 

her own identity or confirm you have permission to submit this request. If you are an authorized agent 

seeking to make a request, please contact us. 

CONTACT US 

If you have any questions about this Privacy Policy, please contact us at privacy@gqgpartners.com. 

 

https://gqg.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/California-Consumer-Rights-Request-Form.pdf
mailto:privacy@gqgpartners.com
https://gqg.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/California-Consumer-Rights-Request-Form.pdf
https://gqg.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/California-Consumer-Rights-Request-Form.pdf
mailto:privacy@gqgpartners.com
mailto:privacy@gqgpartners.com
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VIII. Proxy Voting 

 

A. Background 
 
 Rule 206(4)-6 under the Advisers Act requires every investment adviser who exercises voting authority 

with respect to client securities to adopt and implement written policies and procedures reasonably 
designed to ensure that the adviser votes proxies in the best interest of its clients.  The procedures must 
address material conflicts that may arise in connection with proxy voting.  The Rule further requires the 
adviser to provide a concise summary of the adviser’s proxy voting process and offer to provide copies 
of the complete proxy voting policy and procedures to clients upon request.  Lastly, the Rule requires 
that the adviser disclose to clients how they may obtain information on how the adviser voted their 
proxies.   

 
 GQG votes proxies for the majority of its Clients, and therefore has adopted and implemented these 

Proxy Voting Policies and Procedures.   
 

B. Policy 
 
 It is the policy of GQG to vote proxies in the interest of maximizing value for GQG’s Clients.  Proxies are 

an asset of a Client, which should be treated by GQG with the same care, diligence, and loyalty as any 
asset belonging to a Client.  To that end, GQG will vote in a way that it believes, consistent with its 
fiduciary duty, will cause the value of the issue to increase the most or decline the least.  Consideration 
will be given to both the short- and long-term implications of the proposal to be voted on when 
considering the optimal vote.   

 
 Any general or specific proxy voting guidelines provided by an advisory Client or its designated agent in 

writing will supersede this policy.  Clients may wish to have their proxies voted by an independent third 
party or other named fiduciary or agent, at the Client’s cost.   

 

C. Procedures 
 
 GQG’s portfolio managers are responsible to ensure proxies of securities held in each account for which 

they are responsible are timely voted or not voted, in accordance with this Policy.  Upon written request, 
Clients can take responsibility for voting their own proxies, or can give GQG instructions about how to 
vote their respective shares.  For Clients retaining responsibility to vote their own proxies, the Clients 
must arrange with their custodian to ensure they receive applicable proxies.  

 
 GQG has retained Institutional Shareholder Services (“voting agent”) to assist in the coordination and 

voting of Client proxies.  The GQG operations team is responsible for managing the relationship with the 
voting agent and for ensuring that all proxies are being properly voted and that the voting agent is 
retaining all of the appropriate proxy voting records. 

 
 Key elements of the proxy voting process include obtaining proxy materials for vote, determining the 

vote on each issue, voting and maintaining the records required. 
 

• Obtaining proxy materials.  GQG instructs Client custodians to deliver proxy materials for 
accounts of Clients who have given us voting authority.  Delivery is made to GQG’s voting agent.  
Periodic reconciliation of holdings and ballots is designed to reveal any failure to deliver ballots 
for Client holdings. 
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• Determining the vote.  GQG’s voting policy is to determine its vote based on what is most likely to 

further the economic value of each investment for the expected holding period.  Ultimately each 
vote is cast on a case-by-case basis, considering the relevant circumstances at the time of each 
vote.  The guidelines GQG has established with its voting agent are intended as a reflection of 
proxy voting decisions most likely to maximize the ultimate value of assets under management. 
 

• Voting.  Using the Internet, GQG’s voting agent posts the pending proxy notices and ballots as 
well as its analysis and recommendations.  Portfolio managers are responsible to ensure that 
proxies are voted in accordance with this policy.  The issues and the voting agent’s own analysis 
are reviewed and then each issue is voted in accordance with our policy.  GQG analysts most 
familiar with the security may be consulted.   
 

• Maintaining records.  With the assistance of GQG’s voting agent, GQG maintains records of 
GQG’s policies and procedures, proxy statements received, each vote cast, any documents GQG 
creates material to its decision making and any Client’s written request for proxy voting records as 
well as GQG’s written response to any Client request for such records.  

 
• Conflicts of interest.  Any material conflict between GQG’s interests and those of a Client will be 

resolved in the best interests of the Client.  In the event GQG becomes aware of such a conflict, 
GQG will (a) disclose the conflict and obtain the Client’s consent before voting its shares, (b) vote 
in accordance with a pre-determined policy based on the independent analysis and 
recommendation of GQG’s voting agent or (c) make other voting arrangements consistent with 
GQG’s fiduciary obligations. 

 
• Shares not voted.  GQG’s procedures are reasonably designed to assure that GQG votes every 

eligible share; however, there are circumstances in which GQG may be unable to vote or may 
determine not to vote a proxy on behalf of one or more Clients.  These circumstances include: 

 
o Share blocking countries restrict share transactions for various periods surrounding the 

meeting date.  GQG has taken the position that share liquidity generally has a higher value 
than the vote and usually does not vote shares subject to transaction restrictions. 
 

o Still other countries require re-registration of shares to enter a proxy vote, effectively 
preventing exercise of investment discretion to sell shares for a substantial period of time.  
The same logic suggests that GQG not attempt to vote those shares 

. 
o Some international markets require special powers of attorney to vote certain ordinary 

shares.  These markets are few and GQG’s ordinary share holdings relatively modest when 
weighed against the onerous documentation requirements and generally GQG has 
determined not to attempt to qualify GQG’s proxy votes for these shares. 

 
o Lack of adequate information or untimely receipt of proxy materials from the issuer or other 

resolution sponsor may prevent analysis or entry of a vote by voting deadlines. 
 

o Certain security lending programs may prevent GQG from voting proxies when the 
underlying securities have been lent out and are therefore unavailable to be voted.    
 

• Obtaining additional information.  Clients may obtain a report showing how GQG voted their 
shares upon request.  In addition, Clients also may request a copy of GQG’s general Proxy Voting 
Policy statement and the GQG-specific Proxy Voting Guidelines used by GQG’s voting agent. 
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D. General Voting Policy for ERISA Accounts 
 
 According to the U.S. Department of Labor (“DOL”), the fiduciary act of managing plan assets that are 

shares of corporate stock can include the voting of proxies (unless the voting right is properly reserved 
by the named fiduciary).  Unless the applicable controlling documents provide otherwise, the 
investment manager’s decision may not be directed, nor may the manager be relieved of liability by 
delegating the responsibility.  Managers should adhere to documented guidelines and are required to 
maintain accurate voting records. 

 
 The manager has a duty under ERISA to evaluate issues that can have an impact on the economic value 

of the stock and to vote on those issues.  Voting decisions must be based on the ultimate economic 
interest of the plan, viewing the plan as a separate legal entity designed to provide retirement income 
and security, and the manager must act prudently and solely in the interest of plan participants and 
beneficiaries when deciding whether to vote, and when voting, a proxy.  This means analyzing the vote 
for its impact on the ultimate economic value of the investment (the stock) during the period in which 
the plan intends to hold the investment.  With respect to takeovers, plans are not required to accept the 
deal if they judge that their plans will achieve a higher economic value by holding the shares. 

 
Given the above obligations and objectives, the guidelines GQG has established with its voting agent 
are intended  to result in proxy voting decisions most likely to maximize the ultimate value of assets 
under management.  Specific situations and resolution language will vary and therefore continuing 
judgment must be exercised in applying the guidelines.. 

E. Applicability of Guidelines for All Accounts 
 
 In the absence of unique Client constraints or instructions acceptable in non-fiduciary situations, the 

guidelines also should serve for voting on all accounts under management. 
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